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Meridian Construction Company s
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the British Virgin Islands and the Eastern
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satisfaction and the ability To develop the
Most cost-effective solutions.
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Caribbean cricketers

are among the best
In the world, with
their athleticism and
aqgility making for
fascinating viewing.

WELCOME

elcome to Antigua & Barbuda those who simultaneously
e an interest in enjoying natural beauty and investing

ur dynamic twin-island nation. Furthermore, for those
rested in sport, our Caribbean cricketers are among the
t in the world, with their athleticism and agility making
fascinating viewing.

h year, during the winter and spring seasons, cricketers

m many of the world’s most outstanding nations come

he island to play matches of varying lengths in Antigua’s
professional venues. This national sport, initially brought
tigua & Barbuda by the British, has been mastered by
rs in schools’ sporting programmes and parish clubs
that encourage non-professionals to continue their quest for
excellence and their passion for the game.

At a recent international cricket test match held in Antigua—
England vs West Indies—more than 5,000 Britons travelled
to Antigua to cheer on their team, boosting the island’s
economy accordingly. Eight years ago, my Government
decided to partner with the managing West Indies Cricket
Board and subsequent profits and other tangibles flowing to
Antigua & Barbuda have been very satisfactory.

In due course, the Government may privatise its investment
in the West Indies Cricket Board (now Cricket West Indies)
providing an investment opportunity to those who may wish
to buy into a profitable, healthy business. Franchise buying is
not unheard-of in places where teams are purchased and sold.

That future awaits Antigua. Come join us.
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Honourable Gaston Browne
Prime Minister
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To understand a country, you have to understand its
culture. And in the case of cricket-crazy Antigua &
Barbuda, you cannot understand the country without
understanding its national sport. Brought to the West
Indies by the colonists, it is now integral to the heart and
soul of the islands.

Cricket can be mystifying to the uninitiated, but there is
nowhere better to learn more about this game than watching
a test match at the Sir Vivian Richards Stadium (named after
Antigua’s national hero and indeed one of the world’s best
players), Coolidge Cricket Ground, or chilling on a white-
sand beach, cocktail in hand, watching the locals play a game
of beach cricket.

And although cricket may be the islands’ national sport,

there are plenty of other ways to work up a sweat. How about
a round of golf, playing a tennis match on one of the courts
found at resorts around the island, or going for a spectacular
hike in verdant hills overlooking stunning turquoise waters?
For an exhilarating, wind-in-the-hair experience, trying

out the world-class sailing conditions should be on anyone's
agenda. Fabulous diving, snorkelling, windsurfing and even
kitesurfing in the balmy translucent waters surrounding these
paradise islands shouldn’'t be missed.

[f all this is rather too energetic, every April, you can sit back
and enjoy watching some of the most outstanding sailors

in the world take to the water in events like Antigua Sailing
Week. The even more laid-back alternative is simply relaxing
and enjoying one of the islands’ breath-taking beaches,
followed by a delicious rum punch and a fabulous dinner at
one of Antigua’s many restaurants.

And if your leisure time is at a minimum, Antigua & Barbuda
is just a few hours from business centres in North America
and only eight to London, meaning you are never far away
from that important business meeting. Good healthcare and
excellent communications complete the mix, making the
islands a fabulous place to work (and play!)

Antigua & Barbudas CBI programme is one of the best in the
Caribbean and is in the top five of the Professional Wealth
Management's CBI 2021 Index carried out by the International
Financial Times Group. Citizenship to the islands allows
visa-free travel to 165 jurisdictions, including Hong Kong,
Singapore, the UK and Schengen area.
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o thecitizenantiguabarbuda @ thecitizenantiguabarbuda

For Citizenship by Investment Programme (CIP) related
enquiries, contact CIU at:

info@cip.gov.ag

WWW.CIp.gov.ag
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For Investment Migration Council (IMC) membership
enquiries, contact the Regional Representative Office at:

caribbean@investmentmigration.org

www.investmentmigration.org
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CiviQuo is the World’s First Investment Migration Marketplace.

For enquiries, contact us at:
info@civiquo.com

WWW.CIVIqUO.COm
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editor's LETTED

Susan Brophy

elcome to the 13" issue of The Citizen!
Although 13 may be unlucky for some, we feel very
fortunate to have the continued support of our readers and
our wonderful contributors and interviewees who never fail
to astonish us.
Cricket is more than a passion for Antiguans - it is part of
their national identity. In this issue’s cover story, we explain the
ins and outs of this sport to the uninitiated, why it means so
much to the regions people and meet with some of the islands
cricketing heroes.
Having caught up with Sadhguru, world-renowned yogi, mystic
and founder of Conscious Planet, during his recent visit to Antigua,
it is our privilege that he has contributed to this issue by writing
about how saving the world's soil is literally life or death for us all.
Another legend, this time from the music world, Wyclef Jean of
Fugees fame, met with us to talk about how a young boy from Haiti
became the superstar he is today.

Antigua & Barbuda’s US Director of Tourism, Dean Fenton, destresses
from his daily life by writing poetry. We talked to him about his two
published poetry books and what influences his writing.

There is nothing like enjoying a refreshing sundowner when in Antigua.
And what better than enjoying an aromatic spirit made using one of the
botanicals found on the island's shores? We visited Antilles Stillhouse,
and after sampling a dram or two of their mouthwatering concoctions, we
chatted with the owners to find out how they are raising the island’s spirits.
Every year, yachters descend on the twin islands for their world-class sailing
and yachting conditions. We look at why Antigua & Barbuda Ship Registry is
global yacht owners’ preferred registry.
Bert Kirchner had never painted in his life. This all changed when a bump on his head activated
something known as 'savant syndrome, and Bert became an accomplished artist. He shares some of
his best work with us.
Alexis Andrews is no stranger to the magazine world, with his magnificent yachting photos having
adorned the pages of magazines and adverts across the globe. We look at a variety of his work, both on
and off the water.

One of Antiguas newest citizens, Vivek Rao, talked to us about why he and his family becoming citizens of
the twin islands has been one of the best decisions in his life.

Once again, citizenship by investment experts and thought leaders share their knowledge about the CBI
industry at large.

And last but certainly not least, threats to animals are unfortunately multifold. Our philanthropy article
sees how charitable organisations may be the only hope of many species around the globe.

Thank you again to everyone. Happy reading!
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Patterson
Thompson

Is the Chairman of the

West Indies Retired Players
Foundation. He played for

the West Indies cricket team

in 1996/1997 as well as in
England and Jamaica as a
right-hand fast bowler and was
considered one of the fastest
during that era. Patterson is also
a professional airline pilot.

Armand Arton

Is a visionary entrepreneur,
philanthropist and the founder
and president of Arton Capital,
a global citizenship financial
advisory practice with offices
around the globe. Arton is also
the curator of the Global Citizen
Forum and the architect of

The Passport Index, the global
reference on passport ranking.

THE CITIZEN

Nelecia Yeates

s a strategic thinker, focused on
revenue generation; with over 17
years of experience in commercial
and event management of regional
and international events. Currently
the General Manager of Coolidge
Cricket Ground, responsible

for commercialising Cricket

West Indies, 20-acre property to
optimise revenues in both cricket
and non-cricket events.

Brian Greco

Is a consultant, traveller and
advocate of free movement
and the investment migration
industry based in Istanbul,
Turkey. He focuses on
investigating new possibilities
for expanding one’s lifestyle
in global cities, especially

in frontier markets. Brian is

a believer in the power of
citizenship by investment

to expand economies and
promote choice.

Saadhqguru

Yogi, Mystic and Visionary,
Sadhguru is the founder of
Conscious Planet and the Save
Soil movement. One of the
most influential people of our
times, he is an Enlightened
Master of enormous capability.
Raising Human Consciousness,
his movement is supported by
over 16 million volunteers
worldwide. He has been
awarded three presidential
awards for distinguished service.

Kevin Hosam

s the Principal and Managing
Director at Exclusive Concierge. He
nas been providing consulting and
advisory services in real estate and
citizenship by investment for over 15
years. Kevin is also a licensed agent
and a frequent contributor, presenter,
panellist, and workshop facilitator

at immigration and real estate
conferences globally.
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Ci‘[i'zenship approved
F’assloorts received

Fase of global fravel ensured
Real estate purchase complete

School admission confirmed

Health and medical insurance sorfed

Driver's license and social securily card secured
Tax and estate PLan finalised

Investment por[folio reviewed

Contingency plan in place

New Lifestyle on the horizon

Detter Life quaranteed

Family secure and happy

Trust us for your peace of mind.
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]l\'”l James & Maginley Lid.

A Better Option | A Better Life
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Does your plan B
let you decide where you live?

Does your plan B
allow you to easily access
healthcare in another country?

Does your plan B

mean that you can travel
to a business meeting on
the other side of the world
at a moment’s notice?

Does your plan B
protect your children’s
inheritance?

Does your plan B
give you wealth
management options?

Does your plan B

allow you to relocate
your family in the event
of a national disaster?




WWW.CIp.gov.ag

DOES YOUR PLANB

1clude a second citizenship?
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CITIZENSHIP INVESTMENT UNIT
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ANTIGUA & BARBUDA

Citizenship by Investment Programme

There are four types of investment which will qualify you for
citizenship in the paradise islands of Antigua & Barbuda. As
an applicant, you can choose between a contribution to the
National Development Fund (NDF), to The University of the
West Indies Fund, purchase property in a pre-approved real
estate development, or invest in an approved business venture.
As a candidate, you must be over 18 years of age, hold no
criminal record and have excellent health.

Upon successful application, you and your family will obtain
a lifetime citizenship and enjoy travelling visa-free to 165
jurisdictions.

The non-profit NDF was established to fund income-generating
public sector projects, innovation in entrepreneurship

and approved charitable investments. It is audited by an
internationally recognised accounting firm and reports on its
status are published each year.

If this is your investment of choice, you are invited to contribute
USD 100,000 to the NDE which is a one-time contribution

for a family of four. Processing fees will be applied as indicated
below.

For a single applicant, or a family of 4 or less:
e US$ 100,000 contribution
Processing fees: US$ 30,000.*

For a family of 5 or more:
e US$ 125,000 contribution

Processing fees: US$ 45,000, US$ 15,000 for each additional
dependent over five people.

This investment option serves as a mechanism to finance the
new University of the West Indies Five Islands Campus. This
contribution will also entitle one member of the family to a
one-year scholarship, tuition only, at the University of the West
Indies.

For a family of 6:
e US$ 150,000 contribution

o Processing fees: US$ 15,000 from the seventh additional
dependent onwards.

You and your family can obtain citizenship by purchasing a
property in Antigua & Barbuda. You may also benefit from rental
revenue with this investment. To qualify for citizenship under
this option, you must invest in a designated, ofhcially approved
real estate development worth at least US$ 400,000, undertake a
joint investment of US$ 200,000 between two (2) related parties/
applications, or minimum US$ 200,000 for a unit/share in an
approved property.

You must own the property for a minimum of five years before
selling it. At this time, owners may resell their units or shares to
subsequent applicants as eligible investments. Processing fees will be
applied as indicated below.

For a single applicant, or a family of 4 or less:
o Processing fees: US$ 30,000.*

For a family of 5 or more:
e Processing fees: US$ 45,000, US$ 15,000 for each additional
dependent over five people.

The Citizenship by Investment Unit (CIU) after consulting with
the Antigua & Barbuda Investment Authority (ABIA) approves
businesses, whether existing or proposed, for the purposes of
investment in business under the Citizenship by Investment
Programme (CIP).

There are two business investment options:

o Invest at least US$ 1,500,000 in a pre-approved business.

o Alternatively, at least two applicants can propose to make a joint
investment in an approved business with a total investment of at
least US$ 5,000,000. Each investor must contribute at least
US$ 400,000 to the joint investment.

For a single applicant, or a family of 4 or less:
e Processing fees: US$ 30,000.*

For a family of 5 or more:
o Processing fees: US$ 45,000, US$ 15,000 for each additional
dependent over five people.

Please note that all four options also include a due diligence fee of
US$ 7,500 for the main applicant and spouse, US$ 2,000 for any

dependent child between 12-17 years of age and US$ 4,000 for any
dependent child/parent between 18-30 and 55 plus years.

* Processing fees for additional dependents: US$ 10,000 for children under 5 years, US$ 20,000 for children aged 6-17 years, US$ 50,000 for adults over 18 years.
For a future spouse of the principal applicant, a fee of US$ 50,000 is payable upon application.
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ANTIGUA & BARBUDA

CITIZENSTIPbY

Citizenship by Investment Programme

Why does Antigua & Barbuda have a citizenship

by investment programme?

The programme was introduced to promote economic
growth, attract real estate development, increase foreign
direct investment to the country, support the development
of infrastructure and provide for a sustainable future.

How many visa-free countries can | travel

to as a citizen of Antigua & Barbuda?

You can travel to 165 jurisdictions without requiring a
visa, including the EU and Schengen countries, Hong
Kong and Singapore.

What is the processing time?
Processing your application should take from
3 to 6 months.

Who can apply for citizenship?

To apply for the citizenship programme in Antigua &
Barbuda, you must be at least 18 years of age, be of a good
character with no criminal record, and have good health.

Do I need to speak English to apply for citizenship?
You don't need to speak English to be an applicant.

Who can be included on the application?
Your dependent children under 28 and dependent parents
over 58 can be included within the application.

How do you conduct the due diligence and vetting
of applicants?

There are no interviews. However, all applicants
undergo rigorous screening prior to consideration by
the Citizenship by Investment Unit. Complete files

will be forwarded to an international, unbiased third-
party due diligence service provider who will conduct
detailed background checks on all applicants before the
application is approved.

What happens once my application

has been accepted?

A certificate of registration of citizenship will be
issued and submitted to the passport office. Your
authorised agent/representative will forward your
passports and Citizenship Certificate to you.

Do | need to travel to Antigua & Barbuda

to complete the process?

The application process can be made from your
country of residence. Once your application is
successful and you have received your passport, you
must travel to Antigua & Barbuda to take your oath or
afirmation of allegiance. You are entitled to take up
full-time residence in Antigua & Barbuda at any time
you wish.

Does Antigua & Barbuda recognise dual
citizenship?

There are no restrictions on dual citizenship in
Antigua & Barbuda.

For how many years will my passport be valid for?
The passport will be valid for a period of 5 years and is
renewable for a period of 10 years thereafter, provided
that the requirements are met, which includes
spending a minimum of five days in the country
during this period after becoming a citizen.

Can | invest with my Bitcoins or other
cryptocurrencies?
This is in the pipeline but has not yet been established.

In addition to the citizenship by investment
programme does Antigua & Barbuda have a tax
residency programme?

Antigua & Barbuda does not currently offer a tax
residency programme.

For any additional questions, please contact an authorized representative, licensed agent or the CIU directly.
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If there’s one thing that 2020 has
shown you, it’s that life can be un-
predictable. Never has it been more
important to have a robust Plan B In
place for the unexpected — no matter
what life throws at you.

If your Plan B doesn’t already include
a second citizenship, perhaps now is
the time to think about it to protect
those you care about the most.

Investing in the Antigua & Barbu-
da Citizenship by Investment Pro-
gramme means that whatever hap-
pens in life, you and your family can
feel' secure with the knowledge that B0
- _you have optlons for where ‘to Ilve o |
.. “.and where to go. Wlth fle)ublllty for |
° your wealth munugement needs,no .
tax on your worldwide Income nor.
" inheritance’ tox you can. rest as-$es
“sured that your fomlly s best Interest |
is served, both now and'in the future.. %

g Kl , >3
* o ot 28 ¢ 2 » -

Ly Furthermore hnot on‘ly is Antlguo & : "'*. -
Borbudo amongst the fostest -grow-» . .
' _ing economies i the Caribbeanire- . ..
- “gion ond an_ mtemotlonol ﬁnoncml S

“ .. centre whose legal system is based': :

7 “. « on British Common Law, but there '

_lore countless investment ond bu5|- e B

- ness opportunltles available. | in o vo- TR s 4
-l r " 8 _ '
¢ ;rlety of sectois. .t T i R
£ vd '- L ‘: ‘h x '§ q.i < ) f ; L . 1

Vlso free occess to over, 150 tcoun-i", "
&
trlesaocross the globe ullows you

otjump ’on a plone to that busmess. ’

P . . .

meetmg or conference at ‘'a mo-s
- ment’s, notlce. The nworld is m"deed.
your oyster. » p

‘ & - .- "' ‘ .1"“ &

'And should you wish to relocote to
1 ' these sofe, peaceful dndsbeautiful
| twmnslondsi gyou will find ‘“"your-
self In a m’ultlcultl.i'rol society with.
world-class education opportum— o
. _ties, a strong heolthcore system
‘and business-friendly. environment.:
The countrys stroteglc geographic
location in the Eastern Corlbbeorb
' together with regular flights to ma-
jor business hubs in North America
and London means you will always
be well ﬂ5:onnected whether for
business or leisure.
- "o
THE IDEAL PLACE
FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY
TO DROP ANCHOR. et | i ar . A A Ve Ry L R



www.cip.gov.ag | info@cip.gov.ag
e b E™ B .

So, Is second citizenship of
Antigua & Barbuda part of

YOUR PLAN B?



CITIZENSHPBY

AHTNTYA U1 BAPBYAA

I'paxKaAaHCTBO 110 MHBeCTI/IHI/IOHHOﬂ IIporpaMmMme

Cyl1ecTBYIOT YeThIpe BIJIa MHBECTUINIL, O/Taroapsi KOTOPbIM

Bbl MOYKeTe CTaTh KaHAMIATOM Ha MOTyYeHMe TPaXK/IaHCTBA Ha
paiickux octpoBax Anturya u bapbyna. Bol MoxxeTe BbIOpaTh OiiH
13 BApMAHTOB: 0€3B0O3Me3/IHbII B3HOC B TOCY/IJapCTBEHHBIN (QOH/T
skoHomumyeckoro pasputus (NDF) unu B donp YauBepcurera
Bect-VHaun, uHBeCTULIMU B HEABVMKMMOCTD B OJIUH 13 OJJOOPEHHBIX
IPaBUTETBCTBOM MPOEKTOB VI MHBECTUIIMN B OM3HEC B OJHO U3
YTBEPXKIEHHbIX KOMMEPUeCKUX MPeAnpUATAIL. 3aABUTENb I0/DKEH ObITh
crapuie 18 jieT, He UMeTb CYAUMOCTEN U UMETh OT/IMYHOE 3[[0POBbE.
[Ipu ycnoBuu ogobpeHns 3asaB/IeHNA, Bbl U Ballla CEMbsl IOTyUYUTE
MOXKM3HEHHOE TPKAAHCTBO U CMOXKETe HACTaXKJaThCsl 0€3BM30BbIM
BBE3[IOM B Oosiee yeM 165 I0pUCIUKIIMOHHBIX TEPPUTOPUIL.

Hexommepuecknit poug NDF Ob11 yupexxzieH ¢ 11e/1b1o
brHaAHCUPOBAHUA TIPENIIPUHNMATETBCKUX TOCY/IAPCTBEHHBIX
MPOEKTOB, MHHOBAIINI1 B TPeAIIPUHNMATENbCTBE U OOOPEHHBIX
0/1arOTBOPUTENBHBIX IPOEKTOB. JlesiTenbHOCTh POHMA TTPOBEPSIETCS
MEX/IYHAPOIHO MTPU3HAHHON ayIUTOPCKOM (PUPMOIL, €)KEeTOIHO
MyOIMKYeTCsl IOK/Iafl O COCTOSTHUY JIeT.

Ecnu Bbl BbIOpaiu 3TOT BapUaHT MHBECTUIUIA, TO BaM MIpeJjIaraeTcs
BHECTU B TOCYIApPCTBEHHBIN POH]] 9KOHOMIYeckoro pa3Butus NDF
cymmy B 100 000 gonnapos CIIIA, 310 eqHOBpeMEHHbIN B3HOC 14
ceMbl U3 YeThIpex yesoBeK. Hike ykazaHa cymma cb6opa 3a 06paboTKy
IIAHHBIX.

1A ogHOTO 3aABUTENA WIN CEMbU U3 YEThIPEX WIN MEHee YeI0BeK:
 Bznoc 100 000 gommapos CIIA

C6op 3a oopadorky ganubix: 30 000 gomnapos CIIIA.

s cemby u3 5 u 6071ee 4emoOBeEK:

e Bznoc 125 000 gommapos CIIA
C6op 3a 0b6paboTky nanubix: 45 000 gommapos CIIA, 15 000 gonmapos
CIITA 3a KaXXI0T0 JJOTIOTHUTE/TbHOTO VDKIVBEHIIA CBBIIIIE MATY YWIEHOB
CEMbIL.

ITOT BapMAHT MHBECTULINN CO3[aH I PMHAHCUPOBAHUA KaMITyca
Five Islands YauBepcutera Bect-VInaun. 3to geHe)xHoe BIOXKEHNE aeT
IpaBO Ha MOJTy4YeHe CTUTIEHIUY CPOKOM Ha OfIMH Tofj (TONBKO 11aTa 3a
yueOy) Uil OMHOTO YieHa ceMby B YHUBepcutete Bect-VHaumn.

11 ceMbu U3 6 4e€1OBEK:

 Bznoc 150 000 gomnapos CIIA

« Coop 3a 06paboTky manubix: 15 000 nommapos CIIIA 3a kakmoro
IOIIO/IHUTE/IbHOTO VKIMBEHIIA.

Bbl 11 4ieHbI Ballieil CeMbU MOYKeTe TIOMY4YUTh TPAXKIAHCTBO KYTIUB
HeIBIDKUMOCTb B AHTUTYa 1 bap6yna. Boiopas aTOT BapuaHT
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MHBECTULINH, BbI TAK)KE CMOXKETE TIO/TY4YaTh JOXO/IbI OT apeHAbl. YTOOBI
CTaTh KaHJMIATOM Ha MOJTy4eHMe TPaXXJaHCTBA B C/Ty4yae BbIOOpa 3TOro
BapMaHTa, Bbl JO/DKHBI BIOXKUTD B OJIVH 13 ODUIINATBHO YTBEP>KIAEHHBIX
o6 bexkToB HeBIDKUMOCTH He MeHee 400 000 mommapos CIHIA, nn

nBa (2) accOUUMPOBAHHBIX /INIIA/KaHAMUAATA HAa TPAXK/IAHCTBO MOTYT
Clle/laTb COBMECTHOE BJIOYKEeHIE, MMHIMAJIbHAsA CYMMa B3HOCA KaXX[OTO
ydyacTHUKa cocTaiAeT 200 000 gomapos CIIIA, Tak>Xe BO3MOXXHO
MuHuMasabHoe BroykeHme B 200 000 monmnapos CIIA B gonio oduimaabHO
YTBEPKIEHHOI0 0O0DbEKTa HEIBU>KIMOCTI.

Bbl cMOXkeTe mpofaTh HEABVKMMOCTD He paHee, YeM dyepes3 5 Jier.

[To ucteyennm aToro cpoka, COOCTBEHHIKI MOTYT MepenpofaTh
00BEKTBI HEABVOKMMOCTU WIN UX IO TIOCIEAYIOMIUM KaHIUIaTaM Ha
IPaXXIaHCTBO, KaK OAVH U3 YTBEPXKAEHHBIX BapMaHTOB B/IOKeHUN. Hioke
yKazaHa cymma cbopa 3a 00paboTKy JJaHHBIX.

IInst omHOTO 3aABUTE/IA WIN CEMbU U3 YeThIpeX WIN MeHee Yel0BeK:
« CHop 32 06paboTky mauubix: 30 000 gomtapos CIIIA.

IInsa cempu u3 5 n 6071€€ YeTOBEK:
« CH0p 32 00paboTKy manubixX: 45 000 gowtapos CIIIA, 15 000
no/yrapos CIITA 3a KaXI0ro JOIOTHUTEIBHOTO VDKVBEHI[A CBBIIIIE
[I5ITU Y1€EHOB CEMbI.

[Tompasnenenue mo BommpocaM MHBECTULIMOHHOTO rpakaaHcTBa (CIU)
oc/ie cormacoBanus ¢ VIHBeCTUIIMOHHBIM JleTlapTaMeHTOM AHTUTYa U
bap6ynbt (ABIA) opuiimanbHo onobpsieT KOMMepUuecKue IpenpuATHS
IJIs1 TIPOTPaMMbl MHBECTUILIMOHHOTO TpakaaHcTBa (CIP). 9to moxeT
OBITh KaK HOBBII, TaK U y>Ke CYILeCTBYOLMI OM3HeC.

Cy11iecTBYIOT IBa BapMaHTa MHBECTULINIT B OM3HEC:

 luBectnpoBarb Kak MuHNMyM 1 500 000 gommapos CIIIA B
onoOpeHHbIT OU3HEC.

o [Ipyroit BapMaHT - 9TO MUHBECTUPOBATh B OM3HEC HECKOTbKUM
3asIBUTE/ISIM, 00111asi CyMMa B/IOYKEHUI I0/DKHA ObITh HE MeHee
5000 000 monmapos CIIA. ITpu sToM KaXk/bli1 3asiBUTENb 00s13aH
BIOXKUTH B 0011mi1 ipoekT He MeHee 400 000 monmapos CIIA.

IInst opHOTO 3aABUTEIA WM CEMbU U3 YeThIpeX WM MeHee Yel0BeK:
« COop 32 obpadoTky qanubix: 30 000 qomnapos CIIA.

ITnsa cembpu u3 5 1 60/1€e YeIOBEK:
« COOp 32 00paboTKy ganubix: 45 000 gotapos CIIA, 15 000
no/rapos CIITA 3a KaXI0ro JOIOTHUTEIBHOTO VDKIVBEHI[A CBBIIIIe
IISITU Y/IEHOB CEMbI.

Coop 32 06pabOTKY MaHHBIX /IS OMOTHUTETbHBIX VKAMBeH1eB: 10 000
no/iapos CIITA 3a gereirt mnapie 5 net, 20 000 moyurapos CIIIA 3a geten
oT 6-17 net, 50 000 gommapos CIIIA 3a B3poc/bix cTapiie 18 jier.

3a 6ygyuiero cynpyra/cynpyry OCHOBHOro 3asasutesis coop B 50 000
nonnapos CIHIA nmognexur ymare 1o 3asABJI€HUIO.



AHTUI'YA 1 bAPBbYAA

CITIZENSHIPsY

IpakAaHCTBO I10 MHBECTUILIMMOHHON IIporpaMMe

ITouemy B AnTurya u bapOyaa cymecrsyer
Irpa’k4aHCTBO IO MHBECTUIIMOHHOM Iporpamme?
[Tporpamma 6Obi1a cO3[jaHa ISl COMEICTBYS SKOHOMIYECKOMY
POCTY, Pa3BUTHUIO PbIHKA HEIBV>KMMOCTH, YBeM4YeHMsI 06 beMOB
MPSIMBIX MHOCTPAHHBIX MHBECTULIUI B CTPAHY, MO/IEPXKKN

pa3BuUTUs MHPPACTPYKTYP U 0becriedeHn s HaJIeXKHOTO
6ymy1ero.

CKOAaBKO CTpaH 51 CMOIY II0CemaTb 0e3 Bu3bl KaK
rpakaanmH AHTurya u bapOyaa?

Bl cMockeTe mocemaTh 6e3 Bu3bl 6osee 165 cTpaH, BKIHOYas
cTpanbl EBpocorosa u lllenrenckoro cornamenus, [OHKOHT u

Cunranyp.

CKOABKO cOCTaBasieT CPOK paCCMOTpPEeHMsI 3asiBA€HS?
CpOK paccMOTpeHMA 3asABIE€HNA MOXKET 3aHATh OT 3 110 6
MECHALIEB.

KTO0 MOXeT nmpereHAO0BaTh Ha IIOAyYeHIIe
rpakKaaHCTBa’

[1711 TOrO, YTOOBI IIPETEHJOBATh HA IIOTy4YEHNE TPAXKJAHCTBA
AnTturya u bapbyzna Bbl JO/DKHBI OBITH cTapuie 18 et , uMeTh
XOPOIIYIO penyTaluio, He UMEeTh CYIMMOCTel 1 06mafaTh
XOPOIIUM COCTOAHUEM 300POBbA.

0AXeH AU 5T BAaAeTh AaHTAUMCKVM SI3BIKOM, YTOOBI
IIpeTeHAOBAaTh Ha IIOAy4YeHMe IrpakgaHcTBa’?
Ilns Toro, 9TOOBI IPpeTEeHA0BATh Ha MOTyYeHNe TPaXK/IaHCTBA BbI

He 00s13aHbI B/IaIeTh AaHIJIMNCKUM A3bIKOM.

KT0 MOXeT OBITh BKAIOYEH B 3asiIBACHIE?

B 3asBneHMe MOTYT OBITH BKTIOYEHBI (DTHAHCOBO 3aBUCHMBIE
IeTy 0 28 JIeT 1 HaXOMAIIMeCs Ha VDKAUBEHUI POAUTEN
cTapiie 538 JIeT.

Kak BbI IpOBOAUTE IIPOBEPKY Ha 0AaroHaje>XHOCTb
3asiBUTeAen?

JInanbie cobecemoBanmsa He TpoBoaATCsa. OgHAKO, BCe
3asABUTEN IPOXOAAT CTPOryIo mpoBepky [logpasmenennem
10 BOIPOCAaM MHBECTULIMOHHOTO TpakgaHcTBa. [lomHOCTBIO
YKOMIIIEKTOBAaHHOE [Ie/I0 TepefjlaeTCsl B MeXKAYHAPOIHYIO,
00BEeKTUBHYIO, HE3aBUCUMYIO CITY)KOYy TIpOBEpPKM Ha

6/71arOHaIeXKHOCTD, KOTOPas MPOBOAUT TIIATEIbHYIO IPOBEPKY

JINMYHbIX NAHHDbIX BCEX 3asIBUTEJIE.

Y10 npomncxoaut rmocae Toro, Kak Moe 3asiBAeHue
Imoay4aeT oag00peHme?

BoimaeTcs cripaBka O perucTpanuu rpakaaHCTBa,

KOTOpas MepeaeTcs B MaCHOPTHYIO CyX0y. 3aTeM Ball
YIIOJTHOMOYEHHBIII areHT / IpefCcTaBUTe/Ib OTIIPAB/IsIeT BaM

BallIM ITACIIOpPTa U CBUACTENBCTBO O I'PaKAaHCTBE.

/2451 OKOHYaTeAbHOIro OpopMaeHMsI Jeaa MHeE
He00X0AVIMO AMYHO IIpMe3XaTh B AHTUIYa U
bapOyaa?

[logaya [OKyMEHTOB BO3MOXKHA U3 CTPAHbI BalLIETO
npoxusaHus. [locie ycrientHoro paspenienns Ballero jgena
U IIO/Iy4YEHMA TTACIIOPTA, Bbl JO/DKHBI IIpMeXaTb B AHTUTYA
1 bapbyna, 4TOOBI MPUHATD MPUCTY WIN TIOATBEPINUTE

IO AHCTBO. Bbl MMeeTe IIpaBO YCTAaHOBUTDH MECTO
MIOCTOSTHHOTO TIpoKuBaHusA B AHTUrya u bapbyma B moboe

BpEMA 110 BallIEMY JKE/TAHNIO.

IIpn3snaer au Aururya u bapOyaa asomnnoe
Irpaka4aHCTBO?
B Anturya n bapOyna HeT orpaHU4YeHNI /i JBOHOTO

IPKIAHCTBA.

CKoabKO 2eT OyaeT geMCTBUTEeAeH MO I1acIiopT?
[Tacmopr pencTBuTeneH 5 neT u OH npopjaesaercd Ha 10 e,

IIPU BBITIO/THEHUY BCeX TPeOOBaHUI, TAKMX KAK MUHUMAJIbHBI

CPOK MpeObIBaHMA B CTPaHe MOC/Ie TIOMyYeHUs TPAKIAHCTBA —

IISTh JTHEeM.

Mory st UHBeCTUPOBATh B bUTKOVMHaX nan Apyrmux
KpUIITOBaAOTax?
[Iokxa aTOT BOnpoc HaxoAUTCS B paboTe, HO MOKa e1llé He

paspeliieH,

B aonmoaneHmne K mporpamMmmMe MHBeCTULIVIOHHOIO
IpaXaaHCTBa CymecTsyeT B AHTHUrya u bapoyaa
IIpOorpaMMa Haa0OroBOIO pe3NnjeHCcTBa?

B manubii MoMeHT B AHTHUTYa U bapOy/a He CyiiecTByeT

IIPOTrpaMMbl HAJIOTOBOTO Pe3UEeHCTBA.

Ecnu y Bac BO3HMK/IN /TI00bBIe IPYTVie BOIIPOCHI, TOXKAMYIICTA, CBSXKUTECH C YIIOTHOMOYEHHBIM IPEICTaBUTEIEM, TUIIEH3UPOBAHHBIM
areHTOM M/ HanpsAMYIo ¢ [logpaspenenueM mo Bonpocam MHBECTULMOHHOTO TPakKiaHCTBA.

APRIL 2022
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[ICENSED
NACNTS

* Eugene Abbott: eabbott@abifinancialgroup.com * Nuri Katz: nkatz@apexcap.org
ABI Financial Group: www.abifinancialgroup.com Apex Capital Partners: www.apexcapital.partners

* McAlister Abbott: mabbott@gcpantigua.com * Stuart Lockhart: clerks@lockhartlegalchambers.com
Global Citizenship Partners: www.gcpantigua.com Stuart Lockhart Legal Services:

www.lockhartlegalchambers.com
* Leslie-Ann Brissett George: leslieann@lbrissettlegal.com
Leslie-Ann Brissett Legal Services: www.lbrissettlegal.com * Abire Mansoor: amansoor@Ccitizensinternational.com
Citizens International: www.citizensinternational.com
» Sharon Cort-Thibou: legal@cortandcort.com
Turnkey Antigua: www.turnkeyantigua.com * Kirthley Maginley: kmaginley@jamesandmaginley.com
James & Maginley Ltd: www.jamesandmaginley.com
* Verlyn L. Faustin: verlyn.faustin@civesmundiinc.com
Cives Mundi Inc * Elizabeth Makhoul: emakhoul@artoncapital.com
Arton Capital: www.artoncapital.com
* Hollis E. Francis Jr.: info@heflawantigua.com
HEF LAW: www.heflawantigua.com * Maya Mansoor-Khouly: cip@khouly.com
Atlantik Realty: www.khouly.com
* Thomas Francis: tfrancis0483 @gmail.com
Caribbean Concierge * Juliette Marcelle-Bailey: jbailey@jamesandmaginley.com
James & Maginley Ltd: www.jamesandmaginley.com
» T.M. Rufus Gobat: rufus@cariblife.ag
Caribbean Lifestyle Services: www.cariblife.ag * Andrea Roberts-Nicholas: andrea.roberts@robertscolaw.com
Roberts & Co: www.robertscolaw.com
* Nigel Gore: nigel@blueprint-development.com
Blueprint Development: www.blueprint-development.com * Vanetta Rodgers: vcrodgers@avcocorp.com
Avco Corporate Services Ltd: www.avcocorp.com
* Jason Hadeed: jason@gambitantigua.com

Gambit Management Ltd: www.gambitantigua.com * Jermaine C. Rhudd: jermaine@rhuddlawfirm.com
* Gaye Hechme: ghechme@ilis.ag * Mei Tang: rmeitang@gcpantigua.com

Island Living Investment Services Ltd: www.ilis.ag Global Citizenship Partners: www.gcpantigua.com
* Julia Herbert: citizenshipsolutions@icloud.com * Romell Tiwari: rtiwariantigualocalagent@usa.net

AIT Management Services Ltd: www.aitms.ag
* Marian-Barbara Hesse: hesse@bhesseandassociates.com
B. Hesse & Associates: www.bhesseandassociates.com * Arthur Thomas: thomasa@candw.ag
Thomas, John & Co: www.thomasjohn.com
* Arica Hill: arica@living.international
Living international: www.living.international * Joseph Warner: info@jdwconsultingantigua.com
JDW Consulting Ltd: www.jdwconsultingantigua.com
» Radford Hill: r.hill@lawhillandhill.com

Hill & Hill Chambers: www.lawhillandhill.com * Kem Warner: kwarner@kawmanagement.com
KAW Management Services Ltd:
* Alan Hosam: hosama@candw.ag www.kawmanagement.com

AH Consultancy Services Ltd
* Robert Wilkinson: robert.wilkinson@ag.gt.com

¢ Kevin Hosam: khosam@conciergeantiguabarbuda.com Grant Thornton: www.grantthornton.ag
Exclusive Concierge Antigua Barbuda:
www.conciergeantiguabarbuda.com * Stanley Yang: stanleyyang1993 @gmail.com

» Kelvin John: johnk@candw.ag
Thomas, John & Co: www.thomasjohn.com
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When making a
serious decision,
you need a

serious team.

We are trusted real estate consultants in Antigua

& Barbudaq, specialised in finding the best property

for you, whether you are looking for a second home,

a high-return investment rental property, a commercial
property, local market advisory or representation.

Trust us for your peace of mind.

|] ames & Maginley Ltd.

A Better Option | A Better Life
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OPINION

py

Armand Arton

Founder & President
Arton Capital

THE END OF THE
GOLDEN PASSPORT
OR THE SIGN OF A

BlackRock Chief Larry Fink made headlines last month when he warned of a
monumental shift in global economics, supply chains, currencies and climate change
goals in his annual letter to shareholders on 24th March. In summary, he wrote that
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine triggered punishing Western sanctions that “put an end
to the globalisation we have experienced over the last three decades.”

Justifiably, global powers have isolated Russia from financial markets while many
private companies have pulled out of the country or halted unnecessary business
relationships. The sanctions have simultaneously spurred fresh scrutiny over another
important element of globalisation: Citizenship by Investment programmes (CIP).
As the conflict in Ukraine continues, legislators in Europe question whether such
programmes have enabled powerful and wealthy Russians who are supporting the
war in Ukraine to evade sanctions via European citizenship.

On 28th March, the European Commission urged member states to end CIP - so-
called ‘golden passports’ — citing concerns over Russian and Belarussian nationals
and the risks they pose to European society. The disquietude has prompted at least
one state, Bulgaria, to terminate its programme. Meanwhile, Cyprus and Malta have
committed to halting their programmes in the near future.

26 THE CITIZEN

GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY?

Many have cast doubts about the tuture of citizenship by investment
programmes 1n the wake ot Russia's invasion ot Ukraine. But increased
oversight in Europe signals a promising new era tor the imdustry.

o e

For some in the CIP industry, ir 1
calls for regulation and Gvermght
a death knell. For others, like Arton
Capital, it’s a positive turning point — ﬁ
that will lead to an honest, transparent
and sustainable future for the industry.

“Policymakers, citizens and investors
alike must share a foundation of
trust. Increasing oversight makes CIP
programmes safer and, ultimately,
more sustainable for participating
countries and applicants,” says Armand
Arton, President and CEO of Arton
Capital. "By investing in regulation,
governments can eliminate any
lingering doubts about who gains
access to citizenship and by what
means. [t also legitimises the process
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and paves the way for honest, talented
" people to access a better future for
~ themselves and their families.”

" It’s not the first time Arton has
advocated for increased security and

Speaking at a panel on foreign direct
investment in 2015, the CEO called for
better cooperation between industry
leaders and lawmakers, outlining several
solutions. For instance, he has suggested
enhanced information sharing, such

as an international database to track
rejected applicants and bad actors,
alongside a “common framework

for delivering sustainable investor
programmes where transparency and
security are rudimentary .

transparency around investor applicants.

[f governments are willing to establish
international information-sharing
agencies, standardise requirements and
enhance due diligence mechanisms,
major players in the CIP industry are
ready and willing to collaborate. It's
crucial to work together - after all, much
could be lost if such initiatives are widely
repealed. Countries like St Kitts & Nevis,
Dominica, and Antigua & Barbuda have
relied heavily on CIP revenues to rebuild
after natural disasters and survive the
disastrous effects of the pandemic.

“Countries use CIP to diversify their
economies and foster independence,’
says Arton. “When these programmes
fail, it affects everyone - from drastically
reduced departmental budgets and lost
infrastructure all the way down to small
businesses and local communities.”

Rather than run from increased
oversight and regulation, Arton says
industry players should embrace stricter
requirements. - This debate is long
overdue and actually opens up the floor
for collaboration with more motivated
stakeholders,” he says. “It's a welcome
change and the next phase of evolution
for the industry.”

The conversation comes at a poignant
time. As millions of Ukrainian refugees
flee their homes, the value of a second or
third passport to safeguard ones security
cannot be underestimated. And while Fink
may fear the end of globalisation, Arton
believes current crises underscore the need
for global relationships with the power to
shape the world into a safer, healthier and
more equitable place for all. ®
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THERE’S MORE TO A

THOUHI

THAN THE SCHENGEN
lmerigi?la(lgéi:s?ﬂtam A R E A i WAY M O R E '
ACTUALLY

The CBI industry is at a precipice in a

post-2020 world order, and it is time we

start asking new questions. For too long,

the focus on passports has been on one

thing alone: the total number of visa-free
destinations, especially to the EU. While this is ONE
marker that makes an Antiguan passport attractive, it is far
from the only one.

In an age where the EU is becoming increasingly hostile

to citizenship by investment, I think the next level of our
industry can finally be unlocked when we stop centering
everything around a dusty old 20th-century perspective.
Europe has long clung to a conceit that it is the only arbiter
of the “good life”, but this is far from true.

The industry was shaken when news of Vanuatu’s partial
suspension of visa-free access to Europe broke. The change
marked an existential crisis: Who are we without our visa-
free access?

Of course, visa-free access to Europe matters. It is
undeniable that it has been a critical selling point for many
investors. I certainly believe everything should be done

to encourage decision-makers to see the net good that
citizenship by investment brings to all (including Europe):
a legal, eflicient way for people to invest in a better future
for themselves and their families.

However, we live in an increasingly multipolar world that is
zooming into the future with or without the blessing of the

EU. This new world will call on the savvy investor to obtain
a portfolio of targeted citizenship and residency options, of
which Antigua & Barbuda can stand as a key component.

As a newer entrant into this industry looking ahead at the

next 50 years, I, for one, want citizenship by investment to

grow and prosper into the amazing vehicle of freedom and
change that it deserves to be. I focus intensely on post-
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Western geopolitics and finding lesser-commonly known
programmes and reasons to internationalise. So when I
was asked to speak on this issue here at THE CITIZEN, I

was happy to take up the opportunity.

Our industry can truly flourish once it stops orienting itself

around the ever-changing goalposts and moral posturing
of bureaucrats. The market can begin to see that EU access
is just one part of a whole slew of benefits, ranging from
regional travel to Commonwealth access, to financial
freedoms and privacies and more options for investors.
The Caribbean has been the consistent provider of that
optionality for global citizens now for over three decades.

Antigua & Barbuda has so much to offer: its regional
connectivity, excellent value proposition for families,
rich cultural history, attractive climate, and sophisticated
citizenship apparatus are all major draws.

Antigua’s growth point is in helping people create real
connections to their new country as well as expanding
access to more destinations in the non-Western world.
Other key opportunities include highlighting the
CARICOM single-market access, strengthening ties with

leading economies such as the UK, and reaching out to
mega-markets like China, India, Nigeria, Vietnam, and
Indonesia to promote deeper ties.

What new lifestyle opportunities can becoming a
CARICOM citizen and being able to access over a dozen
new member states present? Yes, shocker—you can
actually LIVE in the country you are a citizen of. What
new needs can be addressed when we are no longer
obsessed with what the EU will think?

While I have enjoyed travelling to Europe and make
no moral judgments on anyone’s personal choice of
destination, let’s look closer. Europe seems to be the
one region that is not allowed to be criticised - while
people rush to critique places like Turkey, for example
(my adoptive home) and a country with another wildly
successful citizenship by investment programme.
Regardless of not having Schengen access, Turkey's
passport is one of the strongest in the world and is well
respected across the Middle East, Africa, Asia, Latin
America, and so much more.

What about wonderful destinations that an Antiguan
passport offers, such as Singapore, South Africa, Brazil, the
UK, or two of my favourite countries in Europe—Albania
and Serbia—which offer some of the freshest, most
available European vibes left. No EU visa needed.

[ am not against Europe, nor against the EU visa waiver. I
want more options for everyone. It's an "and’, not an “or”
for me. I simply want to question the notion that EU access
is the be-all, end-all for the world of Caribbean citizenship.

If we keep letting it be that, it will. But if we start
seeing what is possible beyond the limits of traditional
destinations, we see that Antigua & Barbuda is its own
country, with its own destiny and a citizenship worth
investing in. ®
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Kevin Hosam THE IMPORTANCE OF CIP

Managing Director & Licensed Agent

Exclusive Conclerge TO H O S T C O U N T R I E S

More than any period in the life of CIP/CBI programmes,
the last two years have emphasised the need for this
significant non-tax revenue source for Caribbean
economies. The five countries in the region which offer
citizenship by investment programmes primarily rely on
tourism receipts to fund government operations. However,
for most of 2020, commercial aircrafts were grounded
globally with the consequence that tourism revenue was
zero. For these small island nations, the governments
were able to meet most of their financial obligations
from the revenue generated through their respective
citizenship by investment programmes.

Over the past seven years, in the case of Antigua &
Barbuda and Grenada, and for more than a decade
in the case of Dominica and St Kitts & Nevis, CBI
programmes have played an increasingly vital role
in the fiscal life of these countries. It is estimated
that CBI contributes upwards of 40 percent of
Dominicas and St Kitts’ GDP and 10 to 15 percent
of Antigua’s, Grenada’s and St Lucias. The funds
are also used to support much needed social
programmes and the budget of some government
departments, including social security and
pension disbursements.

Apart from the direct cash that flows to the
government, the programmes also contribute
to the economy through real estate and
construction projects, supporting the

maintenance of existing jobs and creating new

ones in those sectors. Following the 2008 global meltdown
caused by the collapse of the USA sub-prime mortgage
flasco, financial institutions shifted away from lending to
hotel projects in the Caribbean region. Financing for such
projects largely dried up as a result. Currently, 99 percent
of hotels being constructed, renovated, refurbished or
expanded are doing so under CIP/CBI. In St Kitts, there
are over 120 approved developments, whilst in Antigua,
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that number is more than 40. In Grenada, there are more
than 20 approved developments; in Dominica, ten, and in
St Lucia two. It is reasonable to deduce that these projects
would not have been possible without the existence of
citizenship by investment.

Additionally, these small island developing states (SIDS) do
not have raw materials or commodities that they can trade;
hence, their economies are largely dependent on tourism,
together with the service sectors. For several years, Antigua

& Barbuda had a thriving online gaming sector, employing
thousands of locals in full-time and part-time jobs, which
fostered a budding middle class. In time, the US enacted
legislation making it illegal to use US-based financial services
such as credit cards to pay for online betting. This caused

the industry’s demise, with some operators closing their
businesses and others moving to different jurisdictions outside
of the Caribbean. Needless to say, many individuals lost their
primary income or secondary income. Antigua & Barbuda, for
instance, was able to provide more than 3,000 relatively high
paying jobs during the peak of the gaming industry; more
than 90 percent of these jobs were lost, resulting in a severe
impact on the middle class. Another service sector that was
for the most part wrecked by the actions of external forces is

the offshore banking sector. Here again, thousands of families
relied on the income from full-time jobs, which disappeared
over an abbreviated period of time. Currently, there are only a
handful of offshore banks operating in Antigua & Barbuda.

There are few options available to these SIDS to support

a burgeoning government budget deficit. If not CIP/CBI
programmes to attract foreign direct investments and raise
government revenues, then what? There is no fossil fuel,
diamond, gold, silver, copper or bauxite to mine. There is

no competing with Chiquita, Dole or farmers in the USA,
Central and South America. We just do not have the landmass,
population size or farming technology to produce at a
competitive rate.

It is undeniable that the hundreds of millions of dollars
generated by the CIP/CBI programmes provide vital support
to governments to assist with recurrent expenditure, meet
loan payments, and support infrastructure development and
capital projects. I am willing to listen to alternative solutions
to meet this funding gap. Given the above, it should become
evident that the survival of these programmes is essential to
the viability of these economies. As such, in the face of the
threat of the end of the Schengen visa waiver, it may be time
to restructure the programmes and approach the problem as a
united front in an effort to retain access to the Schengen area.
After all, all citizens of these CIP/CBI countries will suffer the
inconvenience of having to apply to each EU country they
wish to visit.

It is important that we lobby the EU to ensure that the visa
waiver is maintained. It is instructive that as of the end of
2022, the EU will be implementing the ETTAS (European
Travel Information and Authorisation System). This new
compulsory visa waiver will become a mandatory requirement
for visa-exempt citizens to visit the Schengen area. This in
itself will provide a level of security guarantees and, at the

same time, afford OECS countries to maintain the privileges of
the visa waiver.®
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THE INS
AND OUTS
OF CRICKET

GETTING
TO GRIPS
WITH
ANTIGUA’S
NATIONAL
GAME



THE INEXTRICABLE LINK BETWEEN CRICKET
AND THE DECOLONISATION OF THE WEST INDIES

Cricket plays such a significant role in
the lives of West Indians today, but its
history can be traced back to the white
plantation owners who imported the
game from England in the 18th century.
As a so-called ‘gentlemen’s game, the
white colonists ensured that only they
themselves had the right to bat and

bowl, whilst their slaves’ role would be to
merely retrieve the ball from the dense
sugarcane fields as and when needed.

As time went on, the physical strength

that years of hard, enforced labour had
given the enslaved people meant their
sheer power made them rather good at

fast bowling. And so, they were eventually
brought into the game itself. But lets not
be fooled by this inclusion. It was tiring to
bowl in the heat of the Caribbean sun, and
as batsmen were the ones heralded in the
game at that time, the enslaved bowlers
were simply used as fodder to provide their
masters with batting practice.
Unfortunately, things didn't change for a
long time. Despite the abolition of slavery;
even in early Test matches between
England and the West Indies at the
beginning of the 20th century, both sides
were still predominantly white.

As the subject of decolonisation of
Caribbean countries heated up in the 1960s
and 1970s, cricket took on a whole other
dimension for the West Indian people. The
team had changed from a white-dominated
to a Black-dominated one and in the years
before the nations became independent,
cricket gave the people hope, escape and
self-determination. This wasn't just
the case for those living in the
region itself. The game
played a crucial role
for the Windrush

generation
who had

ble

THE CITIZEN

crossed the Atlantic to help rebuild a post-
war Britain. Many of these emigrants were
struggling with racism and xenophobia in
the so-called “motherland”. The success of
their home team could mean the difference
between entering their often-hostile
workplaces with their heads held high or
alternatively being subject to a torrent of
racial abuse if their team lost.

In the mid-1970s, Clive Lloyd, captain of
the West Indies team from 1974 to 1985,
was extremely unhappy with the West
Indian cricketers being dubbed “calypso
cricketers’, which implied that the team had
a lack of seriousness and professionalism.
Rightly finding the expression
condescending and unappreciative of the
talent and determination of the West
Indians, Lloyd conveyed to his team

that they were representing the Black
Caribbean people, who had been
repressed for centuries through
slavery and colonisation. The team
was transformed, and they became
an irresistible force that few could
withstand, let alone beat.

1976 was a pivotal moment for the
West Indian team. On the cusp

of the Test match between
England and the West
Indies, England
cricketer (but
crucially

hailing

from apartheid South Africa) Tony Greig
declared his intention to make the West
Indians ‘grovel. The term ‘grovel had
unhappy connotations of repression

and punishment for the players, given
their forefathers’ enslaved pasts. The
determination to win against the English
had never been greater.

Earlier in 1976, Antigua had held

an unsuccessful referendum on
independence from the United Kingdom,
and with

several

West Indies cricket, at its best, has always
been arepresentation of the hopes and aspirations
of the people of the Caribbean and has demonstrated

time and time again how small Caribbean nations
can work together and achieve great things.



Antiguan players, including Viv Richards
and Andy Roberts, on the team, emotions
were running high. There is no doubt
that throughout this time, the theme \ 3
of decolonisation was inextricably
connected with the success of the West
Indian side. The players entered the
Test match as soldiers going to

war. They beat England in that

hot summer of 1976 and went

on to beat them another six

times 1n a row.

ANTIGUA & BARBUDA
— THE HOME OF CRICKET WEST INDIES

Cricket is truly the heart and soul of communities all around the West Indies,
and, simply speaking, cricket matters much more to West Indians than most
outsiders can understand. The sport brings incredible emotions of celebra-
tion, frustration, elation, pride, and anxiety to the people. But not only that, it
B s . brings economic benefit to islands, as was recently seen when thousands of
O g British fans descended on Antigua for the international Test match.

| | West Indies cricket is unique. It is the only team that represents a group of
nations, not only in the cricket world but in all international sports. This gives
rise to both national and regional pride as the islands are brought together
with one goal and passion in mind. Cricket West Indies (CWI) is there to grow,
guide and protect cricket throughout these 16 English-speaking Caribbean
countries, which form the West Indies for the men’s, women’s and age-group
teams. Its job is an important one as it isn’t an exaggeration to say that the on-
field performance of these teams shapes the mood of the people of the region.
West Indies cricket, at its best, has always been a representation of the hopes
and aspirations of the people of the Caribbean and has demonstrated time

This

W?S Jl.lSt and time again how small Caribbean nations can work together and achieve

the beginning great things. Although each island has its own distinct personality and char-

of the golden age acter, cricket has been one of the few areas of a common West Indian culture

of West Indian cricket. and experience where together they have been able to punch above their
Reigning supreme on the world weight and achieve great things over a period of several generations.

With the headquarters of CWI being based at the Coolidge Cricket Ground
(CCQ) in Antigua, cricket is literally at the heart of the twin-island nation. Al-
ready bringing much employment and career development to the island, this fa-

stage throughout this whole period
of decolonisation and anti-apartheid

struggles in southern African countries, cility has advanced plans in place for the CCG to become the region’s centre for
after 1979, the team did not lose a series high-performance cricket academies, coaching education and sportainment.
for 15 years straight and won the first Not only will the facility tell the story of the rich legacy of West Indies cricket,

but it will focus is on finding and developing the talent of young West Indies

two One Day International Cricket
y cricketers in whose hands this legacy falls for future generations.

World Cups to boot.
These ‘calypso cricketers’ had well and By Nelecia Yeates
truly become the ‘Caribbean Colossus:.
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The beautiful game of cricket was be-
lieved to be invented in the 13th cen-
tury in the English countryside. The
game is widely considered the coun-
try’s summer sport when the weather
is most conducive to outdoor activities.

Cricket is played with a bat made from
willow wood and a ball made from
cork covered with leather. The ‘hard
ball’, as it is commonly called, can
be used as a weapon and has inflict-
ed some serious damage to the head,
forearms, fingers, and real pain in the
groin area - yet they say it’s a ‘gentle-
man’s game’. You will require (if you
love yourself) pads to cover your legs,
gloves to cover your fingers and a hel-
met to preserve your face as it is now.

There are basically three versions of the
game. These are, namely, Test cricket
(which takes place over five days and
can be a trifle boring at times), One
Day cricket (which involves fifty overs
a side) and T20 cricket (twenty overs a
side). The cricket purist usually goes for
Test cricket, whilst those who like quick
action prefer T20 and One Day cricket.

AN IDIOT’S GUIDE TO UNDERSTANDING CRICKET

Cricket is played on an oval field with a
rectangular playing surface, called a pitch
or wicket, in its centre. There are creas-
es that are white lined and are roughly
twenty yards apart. Then, there are six
cylindrical wooden poles called stumps
or wickets, which have four small cylin-
drical grooved pieces of wood called
bails placed on top of them. Three stumps
and two bails are placed opposite each
other 22 yards apart. The batsmen re-
side at either end of the pitch or wicket,
and one bowler bowls an over at a time,
whilst another bowls from the other end.

So, what’s an ‘over’? An over has six
bowls in it, provided the bowler has not
offended the rules of bowling with a ‘no-
ball” or a ‘wide’ - very technical terms.

Each team has eleven players, not in-
cluding substitutions in case of injury.

What is the object of the game? The
fielding or bowling side must ‘get out’
or dismiss the batting side for as few
runs as possible. Then, the side that
was previously bowling will become
the side that is batting to score the runs
by the first batting side - confused yet?

How do we get out the batting side?
We must get ten wickets or get out ten
batsmen of the batting team - easy to
understand. But how do we score runs?
First, the batsman must hit the bow! and
attempt to make a run depending on
where it goes. The two batsmen must
cross each other and ground their bat
or person behind the crease (white lines
on the opposite side of the pitch or
wicket) to score or make a run.




By now, you may have realised that
some words in cricket have a duality
of names and meaning. You can run
between the wickets or stumps for as
long as the fielder has not thrown the
ball back in to break the stumps or the
wickets. Confused now?

There are boundaries that act as lim-
its to the playing field, and if the ball
bounces before crossing the bound-
ary, you will automatically get four
runs. If the ball goes over the bound-
ary, you get six runs automatically - a
type of bonus score.

There are several ways to get out a
batsman. Firstly, you can bowl| them
by hitting their stumps. Or, if they
hit the ball in the air, you can catch
it before it hits the ground. You can
‘run them out’ by throwing the bowl
at the stumps while they are running
between the stumps. Another way is
‘LBW’, which is purposely preventing
the ball from hitting the wicket or the
stumps with your leg (covered with
pads, hopefully). Or finally, a bats-
man can be struck and made to retire
injured, although he can come back
later and resume his innings.

In a nutshell, it my team scores one hun-
dred runs and your team scores a hun-
dred and one runs, you win the game!

By Patterson Thompson

TWENTY20 CRICKET — FAST AND FURIOUS

Also called T20, Twenty20 cricket is a shortened form of the game that
has taken the cricketing world by storm. Introduced in 2003 with an
emphasis on hitting and scoring, it has made cricket fast, furious and
instant. Thanks to this, it has gained a whole new audience, especially for
the younger crowd for whom a five-day-long Test match can simply be
too long. Although some purists of the game aren’t so keen on T20, the
general feeling is that anything that encourages people to take an interest
in cricket can only be good.

The game is played on a standard cricket ground with traditional one-day
rules, with some exceptions. Bowling teams are forced to complete their
20 overs (120 balls) inside the 75-minute time limit, meaning they have an
average of three minutes and 45 seconds per over.

England was the first country to officially adopt a T20 tournament

back in 2003, and today, all major nations have their own domestic T20
competitions. The Caribbean is no exception. The Caribbean Premier
League is an annual month-long T20 cricket tournament that combines a
colourful carnival experience with the region's most loved sport.

The West Indies are the only team that has won the ICC Men’s T20 World
Cup twice since its inauguration in 2007. And since the 2024 World Cup
is to be hosted jointly by the West Indies and the United States, interest in
this thrilling game can only be on the rise.
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THE FOUR KNIGHTS OF ANTIGUAN CRICKET

SIR ANDY ROBERTS

What was the highlight of your career?

[ had many highlights during my career between 1974 and
1983. The one that stands out is when the West Indies beat
Australia in Australia for the first time, especially because
[ played a significant role in winning the third test match.
Secondly was winning the 1975 World Cup.

What is your childhood memory of playing cricket?
When I was five or six, [ used to go to the village and watch
what we used to call a ‘ball game. My mother always used to
say, “ Theres no future in ball game.” But the passion was deep
inside of me. On Sundays, I used to get all my chores done
quickly so that on the way to Sunday School, I could stop for
a few hours to watch one a game. I was scared of the ball, so I
only used to play with a tennis ball and didn't use the harder
ball until I was 16. Not many people could fast bowl a tennis
ball, but I could, which certainly helped me later in life.

How do you see the future of West Indies cricket?

We dominated cricket for 15 consecutive years, which

hasn't been done in any team sport before or after. That was
because of the love for the game. Today, I think we must start
from the grassroots, ensuring that cricket is played in schools
so children develop a love of it from a young age.

4O THE CITIZEN

SIR CURTLY AMBROSE

What was the highlight of your cricket career?

In the beginning, it was playing my first game for Swetes, the
village I'm from. Moving on to the Antigua national team was
even more special as I was representing my country. After that, I
started playing first-class cricket for the Leeward Islands cricket
team. Of course, being chosen to play for the West Indies cricket
team is the ultimate and brought me the most joy.

What is your childhood memory of playing cricket?

[ never wanted to play cricket! When I say this, people always
look at me strangely because I've been so successtul at the

game. However, I wanted to play basketball in the NBA! My
mother, who loves cricket with a passion, forced me into playing
cricket, and once [ started, my career took off quickly. I have no
regrets because playing for my country for so many years was a
privilege and an honour.

How do you see the future of West Indies cricket?

At one time, from the mid-1970s to the mid-1990s, we were the
best team in the world. We were unbeaten in a test series for 15
years. This is unheard of in any sport. From the mid-1990s, our
success started to wane. But we are building back up, and although
we are no longer the best team in the world, we are still full of
naturally gifted players. I believe that we will get back to the top.




SIR RICHIE RICHARDSON

What was the highlight of your cricket career?

When I got that initial call telling me that I was selected for
the West Indies, something that had been my dream from a
young age. It was an eerie feeling when I was in my first Test
Match; in the dressing room, I felt like I was floating. And
when I looked around and saw all these great names like Viv
Richards, Clive Lloyd and the likes, I just couldn't believe it.
But I had to get my feet on my ground and start playing if I
wanted to be like these highly professional guys.

How would you describe cricket to someone who knows
nothing about it?

Cricket is a highly complex game. I played all my life before
retirement, and even now, I am working as a cricket referee,
but I still find it complicated, and there are things I still don't
understand! T20 is an excellent tool to introduce cricket

to countries that have never played it before. It's exciting,
shorter and easier to catch onto.

How do you see the future of West Indies cricket?

Ever since West Indies started playing, they have captured
the love of people worldwide. After our successes, we took it
for granted that we would remain the best team. We are now
struggling to get back up the ladder, although we are still
respected because of our reputation. We have great players,
but we need to do more to promote the game in schools

and communities and invest more in the sport. We have to
believe that we can be the best in the world again. We were,
and we can be again.

SIR VIV RICHARDS

What was the highlight of your cricketing career?

When I was a little boy, my friends and I used to run away
from school and climb up into the mahogany trees that grew
around the cricket ground to watch our favourite players play.
Sometimes, too many of us were on the same limb, and it
would break. We would fall inside the ground and scamper in
all directions while the groundsmen and police tried to catch
us! Years later, when I broke the world record for the fastest
hundred on the same cricket ground, I remembered those
days and my passion for the game as a boy. My dreams had
come true. It was a very special moment.

How was it playing cricket when you were young?

I played school cricket and represented my neighbourhood
in inter-neighbourhood competitions. Having brothers in
my family and a father who played provided that passion for
the game and an insight into what I wanted to do.

How do you see the West Indies team going forward?

I believe that the West Indies played very well against
England in the recent Test Series, which is a great positive.
Winning creates confidence, everyone feels good, and
there is a vibrant mood and energy. So I think everyone

is in a good place after this Series, and hopefully, they can
continue with this success. I also hope this win makes the
fans happy - after what has happened over the past couple
of years, people need something to focus on. I'm hoping
this win has created that path.
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COVIR STORY

The Nelson or
ascoreof 111 is
considered to be unlucky
— a common cricket myth

i
When a is that something bad or D Al;s;ral‘;a S
batsman scores unfortunate will happen N R
100 runs, it is to a team or player who COUSIGETERNT & cac:
: t batsman of all time
called a century and gets this score. ke X ’
is considered an with an unmatc'hed
~chievement. 99.94 Test batting
average.
The longest cricket The
match was 12 days name ‘cricket’
long, played in 1939 is believed to
between England and have originated from
South Africa and ended in a ‘criquet’, the Old French
draw because the English word for stick, goal, or post.
wanted to catch their It may also have come
ship back home! from “kricke”, a Middle
Dutch term for stick
or staff.
The first record-
ed Women’s cricket
match was in England in Together
1745. In November 20211, with the game
the International Cricket rounders, baseball’s
Council (ICC) retrospectively Origins are said
applied first-class and List A | - o to have been in
status to women’s cricket, cricket.

aligning it with the
men’s game.

also holds the record of
winning the Man of
the Match award 31
times.

in 180 countries,

cricket is the 2nd

most-loved sport
in the world.

The first
recorded game
was played in England
in 1646. After that,
fines were handed out
to those who missed

The West Indies
cricket team is made
up of players from
16, mainly English-
speaking, Caribbean

countries.

the church to play
cricket.
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Wyclet

Wyclef Jean 1s a Haitlan rapper, singer, songwriter and actor. He emigrated with his family to

the United States at the age of ten and exploded onto the scene as a member of legendary hip
hop group the Fugees alongside Lauryn Hill and Pras Michel. Their award-winning album, The
Score, released 25 years ago, became one of the best-selling albums of all time. Wyclef's solo
career has continued to flourish, as has his philanthropic work. And as well as producing and
releasing his own music and eight studio albums, he has produced the work of musicians such
as Michael Jackson, Mick Jagger, Whitney Houston and Destiny’s Child. Wyclef is a reqular
visitor to the shores of the twin islands where The Citizen caught up with this multi-talented artist
to find out about his background and where his love of music came from.

How important is your Caribbean background?

[ always say that the best part about the US is the cultural experience, the idea that people come from
different places but still share something. And those from the Caribbean come from a very unique space.
So, what is it about the Caribbean people that are difterent from the Black community in America? We're
not going to say were from enslaved people because we are all from slaves. But we Caribbeans have a
very natural spiritual gift in that our African ancestral roots are deeply embedded in us.

When did you start being interested in music?

Music has shaped me as a person. I came from Haiti at the age of 10 without speaking a word

of English. We lived in Brooklyn, where my father was a minister, and so at a young age I was
thrown into the pool of worshipping, music and singing. [ am a "gospel kid” like Aretha Franklin
and Marvin Gaye.

How did you become a musician?

I feel I need to tell this story as sometimes kids only see someone’s success, not the long journey
it took to get there. When I was a kid, I fell in love with the idea of music, and I decided to

learn everything about it on my own. So by 15 or 16 years old, I could play around ten different
instruments - all self-taught.

My parents decided to move us to New Jersey for a better life, and I started at a new school. One
day, I was in the auditorium playing the piano, and Valerie Price, my music teacher, walked in. I
always make sure to credit her as she did so much for me. She asked me - keep in mind, this isn't
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a private school, but one in the middle of the project community - how Id
learned the piano. I told her I could simply hear it in my head, and when

I closed my eyes, I could see the numbers one, three and five on my right
hand and one and five on my left hand. I still don’t understand what these
numbers mean, but when I close my eyes, I see numbers. It is a natural

gift, just like Stevie Wonder has; he can tell anyone’s zodiac sign by simply
holding them. The teacher told me that I was going to start learning jazz the
very next day. My first reaction was that I didn't want to learn jazz as it was
for old people, and I wanted to be a battle rapper like LL Cool J! But she
wouldn't take no for an answer.

[ became deep-rooted in Miles Davies and Art Blakey, and by the time I was
17, I was a jazz prodigy. This teacher raised money so we could compete in
a jazz competition in Pasadena, and we won it. This is what I want the kids
to understand; I wasn't thinking about when I was going to get a Bentley; I
just wanted to be the best at jazz. And this was before I was introduced to
pop music or the Fugees.

How did the Fugees come about?

One day Pras called me to tell me he was in the studio with two girls, and
he needed me to come and sing a hook. The producer happened to be
Khalis Bayyan, Kool's brother from Kool and the Gang. When I turned up
and saw these two beautiful women, Lauryn Hill and Marcy Harriel, I was
sold — remember I was a teen then! After singing, Khalis said there was
something magical about the four of us playing together. So, we all signed
a contract and released the first Fugees album, which was called Blunted on
Reality. But it's important to say that this didn't happen overnight; we were
rehearsing night and day.

Where did the name Fugees come from?

Fugees is short for ‘refugees’ because of the constant overflow caused by
political instability. Whether theyre from Cuba or Haiti, refugees get on a
boat without really knowing where they are going. My ideology has always
been very militant, even as a young kid.

What message would you like to give youth today?

[ want them to understand that when creating something, they need to
think about whether someone will dig this long after they're gone. They
have to make things timeless. They see the mansions, cars and jewels, and
they want all of that. But the reality is that only a very few of us achieve that
kind of success, and they need to think about how we got there in the first
place. I'm not saying the cars aren't fly, or the mansions aren't fly, but people
also need to think about whether they are just materialistic or vain or if
they really want to stand for something important.

For kids in the Caribbean, I would tell them about the power of Africa. The
youth of Africa understood their worth and the power of their music. They
didn’t want to compromise on their music, so they called it Afrobeat as they
were proud of being African. We need to see more of that in the Caribbean.
There are indeed different, exciting sounds coming out of the Caribbean,
such as Raboday music from Haiti where the kids take the root sound of
the streets, put electro against it and then rap on it - it's become their own
thing. I want the Caribbean kids to know that their culture is their power,
so dig into it.

What is so special about Antigua
for you?

When I'm in Antigua, my soul feels

at home. I plan to buy land and build

a home here, and that’s a huge thing
for me. I have a huge family, and we
have a tradition where all the cousins
get together once a year - somewhere
with a family vibe that doesn’t involve
a funeral! I can imagine doing that get-
together in Antigua, and I don't feel that
way in many places.

What's coming up for you?

Netflix is making a film inspired by

my life in Haiti called, The Prince of
Port-au-Prince, based on how I escaped
poverty through imagination. It’s a big
production, and a lot of money is being
spent. We have the man who wrote the
recent Jungle Book and the producer of
the last Spiderman onboard. What is
exciting is that I get to reinvent a new
picture of Haiti to the world through
music, allowing me to put ‘Kreglish’
[Creole meets English| in animation and
introduce children to new words.

['ve also created this app called Sodo
Mood Lab for movie studios. The idea
is that composers who want to put their
music in films can place their music

on the apps database, thus allowing
music supervisors access to composers
of diversity that they would not usually
find. Now, every child, no matter where
theyre from, who thinks they could
score the music for the next Mission
Impossible or Gladiator, will be able to
link to Sodo.
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Dean

y Although Dean Fenton may be known in more professional circles as
the successful USA Director of Tourism for Antigua & Barbuda, his
passion for poetry may be less known. However, having published two
poetry books in as many years, Waltzing in The Breeze and My Time At
The Door, his writing career is going from strength to strength. Born in
Antigua, Dean moved to New York in his early teens. After graduating
from Baruch College in New York City, he worked for several
research companies before embarking on a career in tourism. Prior
to working at the Antigua & Barbuda Tourism Authority, he worked at
Anguilla Tourism Board for several years. Today, as the USA Director
of Tourism, he oversees all marketing and sales 1nitiatives for the twin
islands. The Citizen caught up with Dean to find out about his love and
passion for the written word.

How and why did you decide to start writing poetry?

I'd always been fascinated with reading as a kid; I always had stories in my
head. Writing became my innate passion towards communicating, which I
could not do via other mediums, so I found writing a way to express myself
to the fullest. It became cathartic for me, escapism at its best, filled with joy.

You've released two books of poetry: Waltzing In the Breeze and
My Time at the Door. Can you tell us a bit about both books and
how they differ?

Waltzing In The Breeze is full of nostalgia and a yearning for the good old
days. This collection embraces the living of life and its pitfalls. In my travels
around the world, I have always searched for something I could write about
that could take on a life of its own.

I was always fascinated with the art of storytelling, an art form that
genuinely lacks any prejudices regarding upbringing or education. In this,
my short volume of poems, I have attempted to define my passion for life,
existence and truth. As the world moves further into the digital age, I think
only nostalgia will remain.
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My Time At The Door provides a surprising and enjoyable quiver of
appreciation that imparts the particular message that is sought after, and it
intends to provide solace in things that truly warm and touch your soul. In
this second book of poetry, I wanted these poems to contribute in some way
to the manifestation of a larger view, which will help us to see life and love for
what it truly is to us so that we can live out its true meaning and purpose.

Who or what influences your poetry?

Having a passion for words and storytelling.

When I was young, I read many books that were inappropriate for my age
level because I loved books. I started writing to express parts of myself. It was
an attempt to understand myself during that time. I wrote about my inner
world. I felt free - free with my thoughts and my words; a place I could escape
in my mind, where I could express my joy, my pain and my hurt easier.

Writing poetry can be a deeply personal process. How does it make
you feel to make these innermost thoughts public?

[ love creating thoughts and stories that capture someone’s imagination, as
other authors have captured mine.

How has being Caribbean shaped your poetry and who you are
today?

Growing up in the Caribbean, I was very passionate about having a purpose,
and it’s reflected in my writing. I remain open-minded as I search for the
exact purpose in my life. My lens will always be modified, and so will my
writing. So its my belief that as I evolve, I'm exposed to more, with so many
stories to share. It's like walking the beach calmly and seeing all around you.
A Caribbean upbringing really embraced the concept of family and
community. For example, the school, the church, and the community helped
shape my childhood and early years. The guidance from elders, especially
from my grandmother, and the storytelling, shaped my life and influenced
my storytelling, poetry, and writing.

You have a high-pressured job as the US Director of Tourism of
Antigua & Barbuda. Does poetry provide an outlet for you?

Certainly, the thrill of writing keeps me motivated throughout the day.
Writing and reading are very therapeutic - they are my favourite pastimes -
the more I write, the more ideas I get, which helps give a voice to my views on
various topics I want to write about.

What is your favourite poem that you wrote and why?
[t's from Waltzing In The Breeze, and it’s called "Time’ because time is a
green-eyed monster you cannot reason with. Yes, its non-negotiable.

Who is your favourite poet?
Langston Hughes.

They say everyone has a novel inside them. Is that something that
interests you too?
Absolutely. I think there is a book that lives in each of our hearts, and its the

one we wish to write, but many never do; [ want to write mine. I want to deliver
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my inner thoughts into this medium
instead of losing them with time.

You're obviously a busy man. What
do you like to do to unwind when
you're not working or writing
poetry?

Travel the world, listen to music, take
long walks, read, watch a good movie,
play my favourite songs, and even the
simplicity of a good soak in a warm
bath. These things are essential. It's my
counterbalance to a fast-paced, busy
work schedule; it's what grounds me.
These things nurture my mind and
feed my soul.

What is your favourite spot in
Antigua & Barbuda?

Falmouth Harbour. It is my Amalfi
Coast, with a view like no other place
on earth. This harbour has such a
decadent setting. It has its own poetic
and beautiful backdrop - without a
doubt, the most charming place in the

Caribbean.

What is next for you?

Writing more books. I am about

to release a children’s book called,
What My Feet Did This Summer,
and I also have a new book of poetry
being published called A Theory

of Thoughts to be released in the
immediate future. So it’s safe to say
you can expect more books, novels
and short stories from me - and who
knows, maybe even a movie!
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You've been living in Antigua for
nearly 40 years now. How have you
seen the islands change in that time?
The entire region has changed
considerably and continues to evolve.
While the most striking changes have
taken place in tourism developments,
Antiguas coastline and offshore

islands remain relatively untouched

by commercialism. I do hope this
continues to be the case. The continued
success of our yachting industry is based
on balancing respect for our marine
environment and creating training
opportunities for young Antiguans in our
highly specialised marine services sector.

After studying photography in
London, you sailed to Antigua and
became a photographer in the
marine industry. What came first,
your interest in sailing or your
interest in photography?

My interest in photography came at
an early age as I grew up in a family
of artists but the sea was never far
from my thoughts. After several years
travelling with a camera throughout
Europe, Southeast Asia, Australia and
the US I ended up working on a yacht
that was heading to Antigua for Sailing
Week. This is where I realised I could
perhaps combine my two passions.

interesting people who are passionate
and committed to their craft as well.

Who or what is your most
significant influence?

I continue to enjoy the work of the
great masters in photography, but I also
pay a lot of attention to my assistants as
they are younger and see the world in
new and different ways.

You started the St Barth’s West
Indies Regatta. That must have been
a huge undertaking. What makes
this regatta unique in the region?
Not so long ago, all these islands were
emerging nations and travel between
them was on island-built sailing vessels.
The people of St. Barthelemy like to
honour their heritage and remind
young people of simpler times. The
event brings together traditional
beach-built boats and sailors from the
Windward and Leeward islands to race,
play music and tell good stories.

Vanishing Sail was your first film. Are
you planning to make any more?
Long-form documentary is a very time-
consuming discipline; Vanishing Sail
was a 10-year adventure. These days I
prefer short-film and video projects.

Where is your favourite spot in

To view more of Alexis Andrews,
go to www.alexisandrews.com

Antigua & Barbuda?
Green Island. I have spent a lot of time

When you’re not taking photos of
superyachts, what type of photos do

or Instagram.comy/alexis_antigua

e
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you like taking in your spare time?
My work is varied, and I'm often called
to shoot private villas, hotels as well

as music industry projects. I enjoy
every challenge that comes my way,
and I especially enjoy working with

there setting up photoshoots on large
yachts, but when I have free time, I love to
sail those waters with my family, especially
in the summer months when there are

few visitors - reminds me of the early days
when [ first saw Antigua as a young man. ®
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FLYING THE FLAG OF
ANTIGUA & BARBUDA

One of the most important decisions for yacht owners 1s to choose the
flag state, or the country of reqgistry, of their yacht.

~ Ship and yacht registration has been a
“feature of maritime commerce for many
*_centuries. Its roots are found in Britain
vith the Navigation Act 1660, which
the first time that ships needed to be
egistered. Meant initially to control ships
““carrying cargo in European seaborne
countries, it ensured that not only were
vessels built in the local country but that
their crew were also predominantly made
up of people from there. Today, in order
to travel internationally, yachts and ships
need to be documented and given the
nationality of the country to which the
vessel has been registered - their flag state
- and are consequently subject to the laws
of that country. Owners can register in
whichever country best fits their needs,
and this decision impacts the taxes,
privacy issues, exposure to liability, and
freedom to travel.
Since its inception in 1986, the Antigua
& Barbuda Ship and Yacht Registry has
grown progressively. Todays it is ranked
among the top registries in the world’s
merchant fleet and backed by a sound
and modern legislation, the Antigua
and Barbuda Merchant Shipping Act.
Additionally, the flag of Antigua &
Barbuda is listed on the White Lists for
the Paris and Tokyo Memoranda on Port
State Control, and is on the International
Maritime Organization STCW White List
for seafarers’ certification.
Flags on these lists have demonstrated
strong performance in the areas of safety;,
security, environmental protection, and
seafarers’ competency. This means any
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potential registrants can rest assured of
the impeccable reputation and quality of
the Antigua & Barbuda flag.

Antigua & Barbuda’s rich maritime
history has always played a crucial

role in the daily life and culture of

the islands. Antigua became a key
naval base for the British Royal Navy’s
Caribbean Fleet back in the 18th
century with the construction of the
world-renowned Nelson's Harbour,
which today is the only continuously
working Georgian dockyard in the
world and a UNESCO World Heritage
Site to boot.

Each year, yachts and sailing vessels
flock to the twin islands’ shore to take
advantage of some of the world’s best
sailing and yachting conditions. In
addition to the main port of entry in the
capital St Johns, there are several other
ports, such as the incredible English
Harbour, home to the above-mentioned
Nelson’s Dockyard and the location for
the world-renowned Antigua Sailing
Week, which takes place every April.

In December, the global yachting elite
flocks to the shores of Antigua for the
Antigua Charter Yacht Show.

It, therefore, isn’t surprising that the
Antigua & Barbuda ensign is one of the
preferred options for owners across the
globe, thanks to the fact that ships and
yachts flying the Antigua & Barbuda
flag are welcome in all ports around the
world. Registering ships and yachts in
this twin island State is loaded with even
more advantages.




[T ISN'T SURPRISING THAT
THE ANTIGUA & BARBUDA
ENSIGN IS ONE OF THE
PREFERRED OPTIONS FOR
OWNERS ACROSS THE
GLOBE, THANKS TO THE FACT
THAT SHIPS AND YACHTS
FLYING THE ANTIGUA
& BARBUDA FLAG ARE
WELCOME IN ALL PORTS
AROUND THE WORLD.

The Registry allows for the registration
and discharge of mortgages, change of
ownership, transfer of ownership and
other similar services. Not only that, with
no corporate taxes and almost no sales
tax, registering a yacht in the twin islands
can play an essential part in someoness
tax efficiency strategy. The Antigua

& Barbuda Ship and Yacht Registry

also offers competitive registration

and maintenance fees, and vessels

flying the country’s flag are supported

by a worldwide coverage of nautical
professionals that perform statutory
surveys, inspections, audits and issue
mandatory statutory certificates that
enable these vessels to trade globally.

The fact that Antigua & Barbuda has a
stable government, and its legal system

is based on English Common Law, is
another positive, giving peace of mind to
both ship and yacht owners. And with a
range of vessels able to be registered in the
twin islands, ranging from cargo ships,
yachts, passenger ships and recreational
crafts, not surprisingly, it is common to
see the flag of Antigua & Barbuda flag
flying proudly across every sea and ocean
on the globe. ®
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Some of Antigua &
Barbuda's newest
citizens are Indian'
“Vivek Rao and
his family. Vivek
and his Lebanese
wife have lived
n Dubaifor27
years, where
Vivek works as
Chief Commercial .
Officer at The
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What were your principal reasons for deciding to take
a new citizenship?

Since I had an Indian passport and my wife had a
Lebanese passport, we wanted to provide a more
globally acceptable citizenship for our two children. The
citizenship programme with Antigua & Barbuda looked
the most suitable and appropriate for our requirements.

Why did you choose the Antigua & Barbuda
programme?

It was the most credible and affordable programme for
our family of four. We were very impressed with the
benefits, especially the flexibility of travel. So, in this
new world where we experience new surprises in travel
restrictions, we saw the programme as being perfect.

You rescinded your Indian passport and nationality
and have taken Antiguan citizenship as your primary
nationality. Why did you make that decision?

Indian citizenship does not allow dual nationality, so I
did not really have a choice. However, more importantly,
[ like to feel and experience the country and culture that
has welcomed us, and I did not see any advantage in
continuing to have an Indian passport.

How important is it that new citizens spend five days
as one of the requirements?

The idea of mandating a visit to the country was actually
one of the features that struck me as being so immensely
credible for the programme. In all honesty, I believe this is a
fantastic idea, and the visit undoubtedly brings you closer to
your country and perhaps even encourages further visits.

What was your impression of Antigua & Barbuda?
I had heard a lot from friends, and when I landed
there, I truly experienced the magic of being so close
to nature. I particularly loved the rainforest and am
looking forward to building my retirement home in
this area.

Would you consider investing in the island?

[ will most definitely be investing in some form or the
other on the islands. Being in real estate all my life, the
ideas that naturally come up are in relation to tourism
and real estate. However, my thoughts are changing
these days, and from a diversification-of-income
perspective, there are several other investment ideas we
would consider sharing with the authorities in Antigua
& Barbuda in the near future.

You have now become an authorised representative
of the Antigua & Barbuda Citizenship by Investment
Programme. Can you tell us more about why you’ve
made that decision?

Upon becoming a citizen, I was approached by several
friends and family members for advice and suggestions.
We also had several clients who were very interested in
it. In order to serve them in a more direct manner with
first-hand experience, I thought it would be a great idea
to obtain the license and market the programme directly.

What would you tell someone considering Antiguan
citizenship?

My immediate response would be that they are

thinking in the right direction. I would most definitely
encourage them to do it. The success of the programme
is to expand its network and create a more credible
organisation of its CBI citizens so they can offer more to
the country even after obtaining citizenship. ®
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CONSERVATION

In most Indian languages, soil is referred to as Mother Earth.
This is because there is a deep understanding in the culture
that it is from Mother Earth that we are born. Our biological
mother is only a representative; the real mother is the soil
that we carry as our body. Even today, most farmers in
southern India bow down to the soil before they step on it
because the culture taught them that soil is the basis of their
life. But in the world today, we have started referring to soil
as dirt. If soil is dirt, then we are all dirtbags!

Who we are right now is a consequence of the living
activity that is happening in the soil. A handful of soil has
five to seven billion organisms. Only if the soil is alive

like that, does it produce food. It is a completely wrong
approach to treat soil as an inert substance on which you
can throw chemicals and grow and extract things. It is a
living soil.

It is the microbial infrastructure in the soil that has led to
the evolution of larger, more sophisticated and complex
creatures, including you and me. Scientists point out that
about a billion years ago when photosynthesis didn't yet
exist on the planet, the oxygen content in our atmosphere

the atmosphere, converts it into carbon sugars and trades
very judiciously with the microbes for whatever it needs
in terms of nitrogen, phosphorus, magnesium, iron, etc.
Without this complex trading system in soil, life cannot
exist.

We are only a consequence of what is happening beneath
our feet in the form of soil. But every year, on average,
27,000 species of microbial life become extinct on the
planet. This means we are heading towards a serious
depletion of soil, and in turn, depletion of all life. Life

on this planet is a carbon chain and as in any chain,

if we break one link, the whole chain will collapse.
Unfortunately, this link that we call soil has worn
dangerously thin. United Nations agencies are saying that
the planet may only have agricultural soil for another 80-
100 crops. That means we would run out of soil in 45-60
years and if that happens, there will be a major food crisis
on the planet; we are looking at famines by 2035 or 2040.
We as a generation of people are facing a challenge; but
at the same time, it is a privilege that we find ourselves
on the cusp of a time where we can pull ourselves back

We are trying to move 60 percent of the world'’s electorate to speak up for soil, in order that governments
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was only about 1.2 percent. There is no way you and I,

or indeed any complex life, could have existed at that
time. Only microbial life could exist. This microbial life
evolved into algae, fungi and other organisms which then
started photosynthesis, a magical process powered by a
limitless amount of solar energy. All the other millions of
life forms on the planet evolved out of that. Although we
human beings do not have green leaves on our heads, and
we are not carrying out photosynthesis, we are in fact a
consequence of photosynthesis.

from the precipice. If we act now, in the next 10-15 years
global soil could be turned around significantly. If we
cross this threshold, it will become very difhicult for future
generations to live here.

POLICY CHANGE THROUGH THE CONSCIOUS
PLANET - SAVE SOIL MOVEMENT

Enshrining long-term soil health and biodiversity in
national policies and manifestos of all political parties is
vital, because, without this, action will not be sustained. We

Today, it is common knowledge that without the help of may do something fancifully for a few days and then retract
the gut microbiome, you cannot digest the food that you again. The Conscious Planet — Save Soil movement is an

eat. Even if you eat the best food, without the necessary effort to bring in policy change. We have written to the heads
microbial life in your gut, you will not be able to get the of state of 192 countries and 730 political parties to bring in
necessary nutrients. Our gut microbes come essentially a policy that a minimum of three to six percent of organic
from the soil; they evolved themselves to live in our bodies, content must be contained in agricultural land. Many heads
but they are very similar to those found in the soil. The of state that I have spoken to have soil in their vision, but
plants cannot absorb nourishment from the soil directly they do not dare to talk to the people about it because the

by themselves and only happens as an exchange between people are not willing to address life as a long-term process.
microbial life and plant life. Plant life captures carbon from Everyone has needs for today and tomorrow. Therefore, we
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are trying to move 60 percent of the world’s electorate to Many UN agencies have joined us. We have active

speak up for soil, in order that governments are confident to partnerships with United Nations Convention to Combat
make long-term investments in soil regeneration. Desertification (UNCCD), UN Environment Programme
[ am currently on a 30,000 km, lone motorcycle ride (UNEP), World Food Programme (WFP), and the UN’s
covering 27 nations in 100 days. Many of the nations are Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) scientists are
beginning to commit to saving soil. It is fantastic that six also working with us. We are also setting up a group of
nations of the Caribbean, pearls of the ocean — small in size 25-30 scientists who will handhold small countries for
but big in vision - have taken the first step towards taking the next 24 months to see that soil regeneration can be
soil regeneration as a national policy. Thank you, Prime embedded into their policy and also in action on the
Minister Browne and all the leaders who have shared this ground. Let us make it happen! ®

unwavering commitment to address the soil degradation
crisis. This should be an inspiration for the rest of the

world because when it comes to biodiversity and soil, © @consciousplanet | @Sadhguru
national boundaries mean nothing. It has to be addressed
globally. If we have any commitment to life on this planet,
if we have any commitment to future generations on this savesoil.org
planet, this is a must-do for every nation.

W @cpsavesoil | @Sadhguru]V

THE WAY FORWARD IN THE CARIBBEAN
One important thing to do in the Caribbean

is to draw a current contour map of
topsoil depths across the islands.
Everyone thinks agriculture should
happen in squares because we have
seen such pictures from plain lands.
However, agriculture need not
happen in squares or rectangles; it
needs to happen according to the
contours. We must learn to live with
the contours of the land and grow
crops within that. That is the only way
forward for any land to be sustainable
for long periods of time.

For these reasons, in consultation with 1
the top scientists in the world, we are |
preparing a soil policy document, AT
which will have hundreds of ways in R
which we can regenerate soil in the o o,
world, depending on the latitudinal - W "I T4
position, region, soil conditions, R e N gy
economic conditions, and also | \ 1 o/
the agricultural traditions S A2
of the nation as we know s
agricultural traditions
cannot be changed
overnight.
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Stillhouse

Overlooking the picture-postcard English Harbour
in the extreme south of Antigua sits the family-run
Antilles Stillhouse. Surrounded by a lush garden
humming with life, this artisanal distillery — the
only one in the twin islands - is run by Antiguan-
born David Murphy and his Canadian wife,

Sonu. Producing small-batch spirits made with

the delicious natural and raw ingredients found in
Antigua, their products are a true celebration of
Caribbean flavours. Whether customers choose
to visit the distillery for a tour and a wonderful
afternoon of tasting their botanical spirits or
indulge in a mouth-watering cocktail in one of

the many restaurants and bars on the island that
stock Antilles Stillhouse’s beverages, their unique
flavours will not fail to delight. The Citizen popped
into the distillery to find out more about the
alchemy that takes place in the distillery and try
one of their delicious concoctions.

David, your background is in winemaking,
specialising in champagne-method sparkling
wine. What made you return to Antigua from
Canada and transition into spirit making?
There's no place like home, and Antigua is a pretty
special place to call home. I'd always felt that

pull, although it was incompatible with life as a
winemaker. A few years into the rabbit hole of
distillation, it was hard to shake the thought that
distilling is at home anywhere.
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GTERVIEW

You distil botanical spirits. What exactly is a spirit,
and how does it differ from other alcoholic drinks?
With many spirit categories, the defining flavour is
focused on the sugar source of the alcohol, such as grain
to whiskey or molasses to rum. The defining flavour
with a botanical spirit is that of botanical ingredients
distilled with the base alcohol. Often, the alcohol used is
distilled to a very high purity to taste neutral and clean,
then distilled with the signature botanical that defines

a category such as juniper in gin. There are gins made
from apple, honey, wheat, and sugarcane. In any case,
the defining flavour of each must be juniper, or it’s not
gin. The blend of additional botanicals makes that gin
unique and are where creativity and sense of place come
into play.

Consumers are looking
increasingly towards the ‘farm-
to-table’ concept. How does
the whole Antilles Stillhouse
philosophy fit in with that?

[ think people are craving food
and drink with authenticity and
character. Our guiding thought

is to bottle a sense of place using
local ingredients and provide a
connection to Antigua in how and
where our spirits are made. What
you have in the bottle is Antigua.

You use a range of botanicals in

your distilling, such as sorrel,

fever grass and butterfly pea

blossoms. Some of our readers

may not even have heard of

some of these products. What

makes a good botanical for

producing spirits?

We are spoiled for choice for botanical flavours in
Antigua, and I'm sure there are many more to discover!
A prospective botanical must have an established
safety status. For us, it also needs to be abundant and
sustainable. Above all, it must be delicious and contribute
something special, worthy of all the effort.

As well as spirits, you also produce other products
such as handcrafted soaps, paté, sauces and pickles.
Can you tell us more about your cottage crafts?

[ think we've both got a bit of homesteader in us. We've
long tinkered with preserving, pickling, smoking,
gardening and such. Sonu makes about the best pie you'll
ever taste. We used to talk about taking our creations to

7O THE CITIZEN

the farmers markets but hadn’t found the time until now.
It's been a joy to see them so well received.

David, you’ve been described as a ‘brilliant mad
scientist’. What makes you tick?

I'm aware that I have a good thing going. This is one of
those jobs that is a calling more than a career, so perhaps
I get a bit excitable talking about techniques or plants.

It doesn't help that visitors see me surrounded with the
array of stainless fittings, sample tubes and lab gear you
need in any small distillery, then the reputation sticks.
My high school chemistry teacher would be astonished
to see me now,

Sonu, living in Antigua

is hugely different from

your upbringing in British
Columbia. How has it been
adjusting to life on a tropical
island?

Liberating and thankfully warmer!
In Antigua, I've really found
myself. My creative passions have
flourished while setting up our
business, and the best part is the
network of people we have met on
our journey. We have this lovely
community of people who work
together, encourage, and promote
each other.

Where is your favourite spot
on the island?

Not counting the Stillhouse,

of course, I would have to say
Halfmoon Bay. We were married
there at dawn 16 years ago. I love
the roaring waves and playing
boules on the sand with our daughter, just as I once did
with my grandfather.

What are the future plans for Antilles Stillhouse?
It's an exciting thought. Our latest project has been
expanding the ‘gin garden’ around the distillery, with
useful spices, citruses and other botanicals. Were also
hoping to soon expand sales into some neighbouring
islands - places where our flavours still feel at home.

It could also take a lifetime to explore the world of
botanicals that we have here in Antigua and their
potential. My hope is that we keep exploring, keep
discovering, keep creating and keep producing spirits with
a sense of place.
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DOGS & CATS OF ANTIGUA 1s a

registered non-profit working to assist
animals 1n distress and increase their
protection through feeding, veterinarian
assistance, spay and neutering, fostering
and rehoming. Many of our rescued

dogs and cats are rehomed in the US and
Canada. We need passengers to fly with
them from Antigua to New York, Newark,
Philadelphia, Boston or Toronto.

If you’re travelling on booked tickets to any
of these destinations with either Air Canada,
American Airlines, JetBlue, United Airlines
or West]et, please help us by becoming a
Travel Buddy to our furry friends and leave

only their pawprints behind.

\
)

DOGS & CATS
OF ANTIGUA INC.

animal foundation

www.dogsandcatsofantigua.com/flight-volunteer
www.facebook.com/dogsandcatsofantigua
www.dogsandcatsofantigua.com/donate






German-born, Bert Kirchner has lived in

Antigua for 42 years. As the owner of the famous
restaurant, Papa Zouk, Film Commissioner, and
Ambassador at Large of Antigua & Barbuda, as
well as a long career as a film producer, Bert has
had a colourful and interesting life, which recently
became even more interesting.

Having caught Covid-19 back in 2020 and feeling
rather unwell, Bert fainted, fell down some steps,
and cracked his head on a concrete floor. What
happened from that moment onwards sounds like
something from a movie, although sometimes
fact is stranger than fiction. Despite never having
painted before, Bert was inspired to pick up a
paintbrush. The results were astounding. Doctors
have confirmed that after certain head injuries,
people can develop “savant syndrome’, which in
Bert’s case, unleashed a talent for painting that

he never knew he had and still astounds him

and those around him to this day. In total, Bert
has created 69 paintings, and he continues to be
inspired on his newly found artistic journey.

Nautilus

Bert Kirchner

Jellytish
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Market Island Vibes

Little Buttertly
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Papa Zouk

Steelband Island Vibes Sea Horse
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PHILANTHROPY

There is no doubt that human suffering is rife in the world
right now. And as things seem to be going from bad to worse,
it is not surprising that there is an overwhelming desire to help
our fellow beings. In light of this, it could be expected that
animal philanthropy has fallen down the list of priorities. But
unfortunately, this has always been the case. Just three percent
of Americans’ overall charitable gifts go to animal charities in
the USA. Even in the traditionally animal-obsessed UK, it only
comprises eight percent of all contributions.

The gamut of animal charities to choose from is vast. From
rehoming cats and dogs, ensuring the welfare of zoo animals,
protecting animals from being hunted or trafficked, or preventing
species extinction, the threat to animals is regrettably infinite. The
common denominator is, of course, the unstoppable domination
of humans over animals and the widespread ideology that animals
simply live for our use and ownership.

To a large degree, the extent to which animal charities

are supported depends on where in the world you live. In
countries where mere survival and the search to find food and
medicines is all-consuming, animal welfare, protection and
conservation are maybe understandably not top of the list.
Even in the countries like the UK, which was the first country
in the world to pass legislation to protect animals in 1822 with
the Cruel Treatment of Cattle Act and is one of the countries
at the forefront of animal safeguarding, donors to animal
charities have a pretty specific demographic.

Animal charities form the best and often the only line of
defence for the welfare of living creatures, protection against
cruelty, and avoiding species extinction. But not all animals
are considered equally. Most people are aware of the plight

of the human-like gorilla, the loveable orangutan, the mighty
tiger or the empathetic elephant. But what about the less
appealing creatures, whose far-from-cuddly appearance
makes them fly under the radar? Take invertebrates, for
example. Although they make up about 79 percent of animal
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life, they are only covered in 11 percent of conservation
literature. The rare Cuban great funnel-eared bat or the
rather unattractive but extremely endangered blobfish

get given similar short shrift. There are also those like the
fear-inspiring hammerhead shark, the Komodo dragon

or the venomous katipo spider that certainly don't tug on
our heartstrings like a lone, hungry polar bear drifting

on ice. They may play a vital role in the global ecosystem,
but their rather unattractive looks and perceived threat to
humans mean their predicament is sometimes overlooked.
Of course, no one is saying that charities like the World
Wildlife Fund only focus on ‘cute’ animals, but certainly,
using animals like the cuddly panda as their poster child
doesn’t harm their cause.

Putting largely ignored creatures in the spotlight is the aim
of the Ugly Animal Preservation Society. Although they
don’t directly raise funds for the creatures they champion,
they aim to raise awareness about these less-than-
photogenic, endangered creatures and encourage people to
start considering them for their charitable donations.
Indeed, the need for conversation philanthropy is glaringly
evident given the immense scale of the threat facing
animals. The Living Planet Report 2020, which tracks
global populations of mammals, birds, fish, amphibians
and reptiles, reveals that wildlife populations plunged

by a whopping 68 percent between 1970 and 2016.

Latin America and the Caribbean recorded the most
disquieting drop, with an average fall of 94 percent in
vertebrate wildlife populations, with reptiles, fish and
amphibians most negatively affected. The situation is dire.

Animal charities torm the best
and often the only line ot detence
or the weltare ot living creatures,
protection against cruelty and
avolding species extinction.

Charitable organisations across the planet tirelessly strive
to protect at-risk wildlife. In Antigua & Barbuda, the NGO
Environmental Awareness Group (EAF) work to halt

the twin islands’ environmental degradation and restore
ecosystems while protecting creatures like visiting turtle
populations, the rare, endemic Antigua racer snake, and
other endangered species in the region.

Away from the wild, it is unsurprisingly cats and dogs, long-
time companions to humans, that dominate the charitable
landscape. But it’s important to realise that other animals
like beleaguered farm animals or the 300 million animals




in laboratories around the

globe are often suffering, with

no voice but that of animal
charities. In fact, Animal Charity
Evaluations, an organisation that
researches the effectiveness of various

animal charities, reports that for every

dog or cat euthanised in shelters in the US,

about 360 farm animals have been killed. However,

these invisible animals receive a paltry amount of current
donations to animal charities.

In any case, an animal that is considered man’s best friend

in a large swathe of the world can be viewed as a nuisance
elsewhere. Couple this with irresponsible owners and the
sense that animals are merely ‘disposable items, many more
puppies and kittens are born than there are loving homes

to receive them. Without a stringent neutering and spaying
system in place, the problem grows quicker than humans can
solve. To put this into perspective, a single pair of cats and
their offspring can produce a staggering 420,000 kittens in

just seven years.
Not surprisingly,
this leads to mass abandonments, stray
animals, and in the US alone, millions of
unwanted animals being euthanised each year.
Thanks to large organisations and small, grassroots
charities across the globe like Dogs and Cats of
Antigua (DACOA), abandoned animals and strays are
protected, neutered and spayed. As well as finding forever
homes for these animals with loving owners, DACOA
aims to educate the public on how they can help reduce
animal populations by neutering their own animals.
Organisations like these make a real contribution to the
welfare and safety of animals.
One thing is sure in this world: animals cannot defend
themselves nor lessen or eliminate the suffering inflicted on
them by humans. It is up to all of us to value their lives as
we value ours. ®
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The fearless Team Antigua Girls made history in
the 2018 Talisker Whisky Atlantic Challenge as
the first all-female Caribbean team and the first
all-black team to row across the Atlantic. The
fabulous foursome, Christal Clashing, Elvira Bell,
Kevinia Francis and Samara Emman, have an-
nounced that they will compete in the inaugural
Pacific Challenge in 2023. The Pacific Challenge
is a 2,800 nautical mile race from Monterey Bay
in California to Nawiliwili Harbour in Kauai, Ha-
waii. Fundraising activities will start soon, and
they have already begun their gruelling training
to prepare themselves for this incredible feat.
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SADHGURU AND MACHEL
MONTANO IN ANTIGUA WITH
SAVE SOIL MOVEMENT

Sadhguru and Machel Montano in Antigua
with Save Soil movement

World-renowned yogi and mystic Sadhgu-
ru Jagadish Vasudev, founder of Conscious
Planet, accompanied by international Soca
Star Machel Montano, was recently in An-
tigua to sign an MoU with Prime Minister
Gaston Browne and other OECS countries
in support of his global #SaveSoil campaign.
The #SaveSoil initiative aims to educate the
public about the vital role of soil in the plan-
et’s sustainable future and prompt national
policies to secure future and present soil
health. Thanks to the MoU, the twin islands
will be implementing the necessary policies
for soil regenerative practises to ensure a
healthy soil and a sustainable future

THE ECONOMY EXPERIENCING ROBUST GROWTH

During the presentation of the 2022-2023 budget, Prime Minister Gaston
Browne revealed that the economy grew by 5.3 percent in 2021. This boost
in the economy was a record for the twin islands in a 12-month period.
The drivers for this growth were the recommencement of the tourism, lei-
sure and construction sectors after the pandemic and their Citizenship by
Investment Programme.

EXCITING ADVENTURES ON LAVISCOUNT ISLAND

A new adventure can be had at Laviscount Island. Located in the
Northeast Marine Management Area, the Eastern Caribbean’s biggest
marine park, this private island has been prepared to host adven-
tures. The island has the only Aldabra giant tortoise sanctuary in the
Western Hemisphere, and visitors can also see the Lesser Antillean
Ilguana, a reptile that is endemic to the region. Walking trails, beach-
es and snorkelling are other attractions.
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NEW BOUTIQUE HOTEL
OPENS

The Weatherills Hotel is set to open
in one of Antigua’s oldest properties,
a restored 17th-century colonial man-
sion. This boutique hotel, set in 40
acres of tropical gardens, will have a
total of seven bedrooms, a restaurant
and event space. There is also a work-
ing windmill on the property.
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ECONOMIC
DIVERSIFICATION IN THE
TWIN ISLANDS

Gaston Browne’s 2022 budget state-
ment, “Setting the Stage for Economic
Rejuvenation”, prioritises economic
diversification, including the medicinal
cannabis industry, the blue economy,
medical and wellness tourism, financial
technologies, and climate resilience.
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NEARLY 100,000 CRUISE
PASSENGERS IN FIRST TWO
MONTHS OF 2022

The number of cruise passengers is
on the rise in the twin islands. Af-
ter a long hiatus, January saw over
50,000 passengers arrive on 64 ships

that docked at one of the port’s sev-
en berths. Although numbers slightly
dropped in February, nearly 45,000
passengers arrived on 59 cruise ships.
This growth is welcome news for a
sector that is a major contributor to
Antigua’s economy.

THE CARIBBEAN WITH
ANDI AND MIQUITA

Well-known broadcaster and restau-
rateur Andi Oliver and her presenter
daughter Miquita travelled to Antigua
& Barbuda for a BBC series, The Ca-
ribbean with Andi and Miquita, which
was aired in January. The first episode
filmed in the twin islands shows the
mother and daughter duo reconnect-
ing with their Antiguan roots on a re-
vealing and poignant trip.

U19 MEN'S CRICKET
WORLD CUP IN ANTIGUA

The West Indies hosted the 14th
edition of the ICC Under 19 Men’s
Cricket World Cup in January and
February. It was the first to have been
held in the West Indies. Antigua &
Barbuda hosted the Super League
round comprising four quarterfinals,
two semi-finals and the final at the
Sir Vivian Richards Cricket Stadium
and Coolidge Cricket Grounds. The
final took place between India and

England, with India winning the cup.

ANTIGUA

Antigua and Barbuda's newest
CIP Approved boutique hotel &3 spa,
located at Half Moon Bay, Antigua.

E: iInfo@moongateantigua.com
T: +1 (268) 562-2625

MOONGATEANTIGUA.COM



11TTH SUPERYACHT
CHALLENGE TAKES
TO THE WATER

The 11th Superyacht Chal-
lenge has returned to the
island after a year’s hia-
tus. Ten magnificent su-
peryachts raced in the
beautiful waters around
Antigua. The event took
place between 10th and
13th March and was open
to superyachts in excess of
30 metres.
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Tamarind Hills, one of Antigua’s top luxury resorts, has added 43 new
ocean-view suites. Suites come with kitchenettes, large bathrooms and
terraces, some of which have their own terrace jacuzzis.

THE TWIN ISLANDS TO HOST
ISLAND CUP OPEN

The first Island Cup Open (ISCO), a Cham-
pionship Football Tournament, will take
place at the Sir Vivian Richards Stadium
between 15th July and 13th August. Eight
teams will take place at this inaugural tour-
nament which will kick off on May 21st
with a Game of Legends event that will see
the British Royal Legends take on a team of
recently retired footballers.

During their recent visit to Antigua, the
ISCO delegation also held discussions with
the government regarding constructing a
20,000-seat stadium, hotel and other real
estate investments on the island.

CARIBBEAN CBlI PROGRAMMES HAVE POSITIVE INTERNATIONAL
EFFECT ON EU ECONOMIES KITE FESTIVAL

Press Editorials have conducted a comprehensive qualitative survey On 18th April, the Interna-
on 100 people who obtained economic citizenship from the Carib- tional Kite Festival will take
bean to find out the financial impact in the EU. The survey’s results place at Devil’s Bridge on
showed that the majority of investors invested in Caribbean nations Antigua’s east coast. The fes-
seeking global mobility, business opportunities and status symbol in tival will see the skies filled
society. They also wanted better mobility through visa-free travel. CBI with colourful and traditional
citizens are often high-net-worth individuals with business interests homemade kites in this Easter
in European countries. Monday tradition.
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2021 TALISKER WHISKY ATLANTIC CHALLENGE

This year’s World’s Toughest Row saw 107 men and women in
36 international teams cover the 3,000 miles from La Gomera in
Spain’s Canary Islands to Nelson’s Dockyard in Antigua. Setting
off on 14th December 2021, this gruelling race is never short of
action, with teams facing huge waves, exhaustion and brushes
with wildlife.

The winners were Swiss Raw, who completed the crossing in
just under 35 days. The last team arrived on 25th February after
75 days at sea.

Unlock Antigua

Helping you set up and thrive

Doing business or living in a new
country can be challenging.

As Antigua’s leading professional
service firm, our Unlock Antigua
service can provide expert advice and
insight to support you every step of
the way in achieving your business or
lifestyle goals:

* citizenship-by-investment
« company incorporations
« taxation and residency

* location advice

* back office services

« financing

* business growth support
« audit and assurance.

Contact us to find out more:
E gtinfo@ag.gt.com
W grantthornton.ag

o Grant Thornton | Aninstinct for growth’ Audit | Tax | Advisory

€ 2U'8 Grant Thomton Al rights reserved, Grant Thormtor Antiguo is o membaer firm of Gront Thernton International Limited [3TI1L).
CTIL ond the mamber firme aro nat o worldwide partnership. Services are ddiverod by thoe mamber fierme CTIL and e morrbor firmes
are not cgents of, cnd do not obligate, crne another and are not Bable for one another’s acts or omissiona

Pleate seo www.grontthornton.ag for further details,



ABTA ROMANCE CAMPAIGN

ABTA launched a new romance cam-
paign, ‘Love & Wanderlust’, as they roll
out their marketing programmes across
the four pillars of Romance, Yachting and
Sailing, Wellness and Heritage and Cul-
ture.

Special Projects and Events Manager
for ABTA Shermain Jeremy said, “With
the pandemic affecting the weddings
and honeymoons market substantially
over the past two years, this US$1.6 bil-
lion-dollar industry is poised for growth
in 2022, and ABTA intends to position
the destination as the premier choice for
couples.”

The campaign depicts the twin islands as
the perfect destination for two people in
love or couples who wish to get married
or renew their vows.

SHANNA CHALLENGER OF EAG NOMINATED FOR
PRESTIGIOUS AWARD

Shanna Challenger, Offshore Islands Conservation Programme Coordinator at Envi-
ronmental Awareness Group (EAG), has been nominated for a prestigious interna-
tional conservation award. The Future for Nature (FNN) Award celebrates the work
of young conservationists in protecting wildlife and endangered species.

Shanna’s tireless work on Redonda Island to remove the invasive species and re-
store its biodiversity, as well as her current work on saving the critically endangered
and endemic Antiguan Racer Snake, has rightly attracted the attention of the FNN.
If Shanna wins the 2022 FFN Award and the 50,000-euro prize, she will use the
funds to create a local conservation movement and develop the Antiguan Racer
Action Plan. Winners will be announced in April.

SEARCHING FOR AMERINDIAN ARTEFACTS ANTIGUA & BARBUDA BECOMES

UNWTQO'’S 160TH MEMBER STATE

Renowned historian and archaeologist Dr Reg Murphy would like to study an

area of land between Jennings and Five Islands, which is earmarked to create the The twin-island nation has become the Unit-
country’s second special economic zone. ed Nationals World Tourism Organisation’s
Dr Murphy is especially interested in the area of mangroves called The Flashes, (UNWTO) newest Member State, eighth in
to which he believes pre-Columbian people would have been attracted due to the Caribbean region. As a Member State,
food being readily available and an abundance of clay and stones for making ce- UNWTO and the Government of Antigua &
ramics or tools. He expects to find an Archaic Age and a Ceramic Age settlement Barbuda will work together to enhance the
there. Previous investigations carried out by Dr Murphy at Jolly Beach unearthed sector’s importance as a pillar of sustainable
artefacts dating back as far as 2,700 BC. Dr Murphy hopes to access these sites development, with innovation and tourism
and salvage any artefacts before construction commences. education as shared priorities.
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RORC CARIBBEAN 600

The 2022 RORC Caribbean 600 attracted 74 teams with 738
sailors from 32 different nations. The exciting 600-mile offshore
race started and finished at English Harbour and took competi-
tors around some of the most beautiful islands of the Caribbean.
This year had the most impressive fleet in it's 14-year history and
a new world record to boot, after the winning team, MOD 70
Argo, completed the course in 29 hours and 39 minutes.

Such is the success of Antigua’s hosting of this prestigious event
that the Ministry of Tourism and the Antigua & Barbuda Tourism
Authority have signed on to host the RORC Caribbean 600 for
another four years, cementing the twin islands’ reputation as the
‘Sailing Capital of the Caribbean’.

7 ANTIGUA & BARBUDA

SHIP &YACHT
REGISTRY

%,

Principal Office
ADOMS §t. John's, Antigua, W.I

(Directorate-General / Perm. Rep. to the IMO / Maritime
Affairs and External Relations / Technical, Legal, Int,
Maritime Policy & Business Development / Accounting /
Quality Assurance / Ship and Yacht registration)

Tel: +1 268 462 12/3

Fax: +1 268 462 4358
Email: registry@abregistry.ag

Satellite Office
ADOMS Oldenburg, Germany

(STCW certification / Ship registration and related
operational services)

Tel: +49 441 939 590

Fax: +49 441 939 5929

Email: info@antiguamarine.com

Satellite Office
ADOMS IID Bremerhaven, Germany

(Casualty investigation / Flag State inspection)
Tel: +49 471 142 67 01
Fax: +49 471 142 67 22

Email: adomsid@marcare.de



It is estimated 27,000 species

that soil are going extinct
extinction is costing due to soil and
the world up to habitat loss in
US$10.6 trillion tropical regions
every year. alone.
We are 87% of life

losing an acre
of soil every

on the planet
depends on

second! soil.

95% of s nv E Soil is the
the food source of
we eat comes water for 90%
from the of the world’s

soil. agriculture.
A study on

Soil and vegeta-
tion have the po-
tential to absorb and
reduce carbon dioxide
in the atmosphere to

nutrients in food
concluded that we would
have to eat 8 oranges to get
the same amount of Vitamin
A as our grandparents did

with 1 orange, because the level it was before
soil depletion has caused the Industrial Era
massive dro?s in nutrient began in 1850.
levels in food. Soil Increasing
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JOIN THE MOVEMENT.

www.savesoil.org
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wE KNOW THE CARIBBEAN =

_ LIKE NO-ONE ELSE.
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No matter how big or small a project,
we’ll deliver the solutions you need!

Blue Ocean Marine, dredging specialists of the Caribbean for all maritime
infrastructure projects such as mechanical and hydraulic dredging,
beach rehabilitation as well as seabed intervention, trenching,
sweeping & cleaning, leveling & sand-filling and outcrop removal.

From conception to completion,
delivering the best in dredging services.
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